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Abstract

Language in literary texts is not merely a means of narrating events; rather, through language, characters issue commands,
undertake commitments, make judgments, and reproduce or challenge power relations. The present study aimed to conduct
a pragmatic analysis of speech acts and to elucidate their relationship with the representation of power and ideology in two
novels, Savushun by Simin Daneshvar and The Year of Turmoil (Sal-e Balva) by Abbas Maroufi. The theoretical framework
of the study draws on the fivefold classifications of speech acts proposed by John Searle and John Austin. The research
employed a descriptive-analytical method and adopted a mixed quantitative—qualitative approach. The texts of the two
novels constituted the study corpus, and selected dialogic data were coded according to different categories of speech acts.
For the quantitative analysis, frequency, percentage, and the chi-square test were employed, while representative examples
were also analyzed with reference to the narrative context and the relationships among the characters. The findings indicate
a statistically significant difference between the patterns of speech acts in the two novels. In Savushun, directive and
authoritative speech acts are more prominent, whereas in The Year of Turmoil, assertive, explanatory, and commissive
speech acts occur more frequently. This difference suggests that power in Savushun is predominantly articulated through
commands, obligations, and social hierarchies, whereas in The Year of Turmoil, it operates through the construction of
reality, the consolidation of particular narratives, and the imposition of specific interpretations of events. In both works,
speech acts constitute an integral component of the discursive mechanisms through which authority is represented and social
orientations are communicated.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This study investigates the pragmatic

functions of speech acts and their relationship
with the representation of power and ideology
in two major Persian novels, Savushun by
Simin Daneshvar and The Year of Turmoil
(Sal-e Balva) by Abbas Maroufi. In literary
discourse, language does not merely report
events or transmit propositional content; it also
performs social actions through which
characters command, promise, evaluate,
threaten, legitimize, challenge, and construct
particular versions of reality. Speech act
theory provides a productive framework for
examining this performative dimension of
language because an utterance possesses not
only semantic content but also an illocutionary
force that produces a socially meaningful
action in a specific context (1, 2).
Contemporary pragmatic scholarship has
further emphasized that speech acts should
not be interpreted as isolated labels attached

to decontextualized sentences, since their
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communicative value emerges through
interactional sequences, participant roles,
contextual expectations, and the
consequences of prior and subsequent turns
(3, 4). Recent bibliometric research likewise
indicates that speech act studies have
increasingly moved toward interdisciplinary,
context-sensitive, corpus-oriented, and
interactional approaches (5). The relationship
between speech acts and power becomes
particularly significant in literary discourse
because characters do not possess equal
rights to issue commands, impose obligations,
define situations, demand explanations, or
establish authoritative interpretations.
Research on political discourse has shown
that directives, commissives, assertions, and
legitimizing acts are closely associated with
institutional status and configurations of
authority (6, 7), while literary studies have
demonstrated that linguistic evaluation,
polarization, and representation can naturalize

domination and marginalization or expose



1Fe0 Jbo (o ol Pl 098 ((cw il Oladl § b)) dusmis™ 4 i3

their ideological foundations (8, 9). Against this
background, the present study asks whether
the two novels display significantly different
speech-act patterns, which categories are
most prominent in each work, and how these
patterns distribute the rights to command,
judge, commit, and define reality among
fictional characters.
The theoretical framework  combines
pragmatics, speech act theory, and critical
approaches to discourse and power.
Pragmatics examines meaning as constructed
through the interaction of linguistic form,
speaker intention, shared knowledge, social
relations, and situational context (13). In
literary texts, context operates simultaneously
at two levels: the immediate fictional context of
dialogue and the broader social, historical, and
ideological environment represented by the
narrative. Discourse interpretation therefore
requires attention to participant relations,
presupposed knowledge, and communicative
circumstances (14), while literary dialogue
must be approached as situated action
involving characters, narrators, and readers
(15). Austin distinguished among locutionary,
illocutionary, and perlocutionary acts and
proposed categories that include verdictives,
exercitives, commissives, behabitives, and
expositives (1). Searle systematized speech
acts into assertives, directives, commissives,
expressives, and declarations (2). The overlap
between these models is analytically useful
because Austin’'s exercitives foreground

authority and influence, whereas Searle’s

directives clarify the orientation of an utterance
toward changing the addressee’s behavior.
Commissives are equally significant because
promises, oaths, and obligations may restrict
future action rather than merely express
solidarity; research on political promises
confirms that the force and credibility of
commitment depend heavily on context,
position, and speaker authority (16). From the
perspective of critical discourse analysis,
power is not restricted to direct coercion but
also includes the capacity to define topics,
classify social actors, authorize certain
narratives, and require others to justify
themselves. Linguistic choices are thus
connected to social structure and ideology (18,
19). Discourse organizes possibilities of
thought and action (20), while representation
constructs social actors as active or passive,
autonomous or constrained, legitimate or
illegitimate (21). Accordingly, this study
distinguishes between behavioral power,
realized through commands, prohibitions,
threats, and obligations, and interpretive
power, realized through assertions,
explanations, evaluations, and the imposition
of particular definitions of reality.

Methodologically, the research adopts a
descriptive-analytical design with a mixed
quantitative and qualitative orientation. The
corpus consists of the Persian texts of
Savushun and The Year of Turmoil, and the
complete dialogues of the two novels were
examined in order to identify utterances

functioning as communicative acts. The
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coding procedure relied on the operational
definitions of both Searle’s and Austin’s five-
category classifications. Under Searle’s
framework, utterances were categorized as
assertives, directives, commissives,
expressives, or declarations, while under
Austin’s framework they were coded as
verdictives, exercitives, commissives,
behabitives, or expositives. Each utterance
was interpreted with reference to its
grammatical form, inferable illocutionary force,
speaker position, relationship  between
speaker and addressee, and expected effect
within the narrative context. This contextual
procedure follows interactional approaches
that warn against determining speech-act
force solely from sentence form and instead
emphasize sequential position, addressee
response, and the social rights of participants
(3, 4). Quantitative analysis was based on
frequency and percentage distributions, and
the data were examined statistically using
SPSS. Chi-square tests were applied to
determine whether the distribution of speech
acts differed significantly between the two
novels and whether the frequencies of
different categories within each novel showed
meaningful variation. The significance level
was set at 0.05. The quantitative phase was
complemented by qualitative interpretation of
selected dialogues in which power relations
were particularly explicit, including utterances
functioning as threats, commands, insults,
narrative

promises, obligations, and

assertions. Previous Persian studies have

demonstrated the importance of context in
pragmatic interpretation (25), institutional
position in determining illocutionary force (26),
and the distribution of speech acts in Persian
literary discourse (27). More recent studies of
Persian literature have also connected
language, subject position, resistance, and
asymmetric authority to critical discourse
structures (10, 11, 23, 24).

The findings reveal clear differences between
the two novels in both the Searlean and
Austinian distributions. In The Year of Turmaoill,
assertives constitute the most frequent
category in Searle’s model, with 312
occurrences and 31.08%, followed by
commissives with 289 occurrences and
28.12%, while directives show the lowest
frequency with 141 occurrences and 6.09%. In
Austin’s model, expositives rank first with 289
occurrences and 29.89%, followed by
commissives with 267 occurrences and
24.06%, whereas exercitives account for only
169 occurrences and 11.22%. These results
suggest that power in The Year of Turmoil is
often exercised not through direct command
but through the definition of events, the
organization of explanations, the stabilization
of interpretations, and the production of
commitments. By contrast, Savushun
demonstrates a markedly different pattern.
Directives are the most frequent category in
Searle’s framework, with 289 occurrences and
28.08%, followed by commissives with 217
occurrences and 21.13%, whereas assertives

occupy the Ilowest position with 139
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occurrences and 17.04%. In Austin’s
framework, exercitives rank first with 214
occurrences and 24.05%, followed by
commissives with 211 occurrences and
23.13%. The simultaneous prominence of
directives and exercitives indicates that overt
authority, behavioral control, and explicit
attempts to regulate others’ actions are
especially significant in  Savushun. The
statistical comparison further indicates
meaningful  differences in  speech-act
distribution between the two novels, with the
overall chi-square relationship reported as
67.341 at a significance level of 0.000. These
differences support the claim that the two
narratives encode authority through different
pragmatic configurations. The result is
consistent with literary-pragmatic studies
showing that speech-act distribution reflects
relationships ~ among characters  and
contributes to narrative progression (12), while
studies of literary and political discourse
similarly ~ demonstrate  that  directives,
commitments, assertions, and evaluative
resources participate in the organization of
power and ideological positioning (6, 17, 22).

The qualitative analysis clarifies the
ideological implications of these statistical
patterns. In Savushun, interrogative forms
frequently function as disguised commands or
threats, demonstrating how grammatical form
and illocutionary force may diverge. An
utterance such as “Will you shut up or not?”
appears interrogative but effectively deprives

the addressee of a genuine choice and

functions as an imperative backed by
authority. Similarly, an utterance requiring
another character to say “yes” to whatever is
ordered transforms obedience from a
response to a specific instruction into a
generalized expectation of submission. These
patterns reveal what may be termed
behavioral power: the power to direct action,
limit speech, impose silence, and define who
possesses the legitimate right to command.
This interpretation is compatible with Van
Leeuwen’s account of the representation of
social actors, in which agency, decision-
making, and constraint are unevenly
distributed among participants (21).
Commissives in Savushun also reveal an
ambiguous relationship between commitment
and control. A promise or request for a promise
may restrict future action and thereby regulate
the addressee’s freedom, confirming that
commitment can function as a mechanism of
interpersonal control rather than merely as an
expression of solidarity (16). In The Year of
Turmoil, by contrast, the prominence of
assertives and expositives foregrounds
interpretive  power. Characters exercise
authority by naming, explaining, judging, and
defining events, thereby shaping what counts
as acceptable, true, or legitimate within the
fictional world. This corresponds to the
broader conception of discourse as a system
that organizes possibilities of thought and
action (20). The ideological dimension
becomes visible in the unequal distribution of

speaking rights: some characters possess the
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authority to describe others, interpret their
motives, demand explanations, or impose
socially sanctioned evaluations. Studies of
domination and marginalization in literary
discourse similarly show that evaluative
language and representational strategies may
naturalize unequal social relations (8, 9). At
the same time, literary discourse may expose
and problematize these mechanisms by
representing resistance, refusal, competing
voices, and changes in subject position, as
demonstrated in studies of power and
resistance in Persian literary texts (10, 11).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
speech acts provide an effective analytical
bridge between micro-level pragmatic analysis
and macro-level interpretations of literary
power and ideology. The two novels share a
broad repertoire of commands, commitments,
assertions, evaluations, and explanations, but
they organize these resources differently.
Savushun gives greater prominence to
directives and exercitives, thereby
representing authority primarily through
explicit behavioral regulation, command,
obligation, and control over the actions of
others. The Year of Turmoil, in contrast, gives
greater prominence to assertives and
expositives, suggesting that authority is more
frequently exercised through interpretation,
explanation, narrative stabilization, and the
power to define persons and events.
Commissive acts occupy an important position
in both novels and demonstrate that promises

and obligations may simultaneously create

social bonds and constrain future conduct. The
findings also show that quantitative frequency
alone is insufficient for interpreting ideology,
because the same formal category may
perform different social functions depending
on speaker status, addressee position,
narrative context, and interactional
consequences. When statistical patterns are
interpreted alongside the contextual force of
individual utterances, speech acts reveal how
authority, gender roles, social hierarchy,
obedience, resistance, and interpretive control
are embedded in ordinary dialogue. The
principal contribution of this research therefore
lies in integrating two classical models of
speech act theory with a discourse-oriented
interpretation of power, allowing literary
dialogue to be examined not merely as verbal
exchange but as a structured field in which
social rights, obligations, identities, and
competing versions of reality are continuously

produced and contested.
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