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Abstract

Committed literature, like a mirror, reflects the interaction and reciprocal influence between literature and society. Just as
the Islamic Revolution gave rise to the literature of the Islamic Revolution, the eight years of resistance by the Iranian people
also shaped and articulated Sacred Defense literature during the years of war. Accordingly, with the outbreak of the war,
war fiction emerged as a distinct literary form. Therefore, the aim of this literary study is to compare, analyze, and examine
the perspectives of the two authors under investigation on the basis of the structuralist components of Gérard Genette’s
narrative theory in the stories Asir-e Zaman and Dashtban. The study was conducted through documentary and library
research using a descriptive-analytical method. The findings indicate that although the two novels were written in different
spatial and geographical settings, both employ a realist mode of writing and are structured according to Gérard Genette’s
principal components of narrative structure, including order, duration, mood, and voice. Although differences can be
observed in the two authors’ perspectives and points of view, both ultimately adopt structural patterns centered on the
concepts of war and Sacred Defense and focus on three major narrative-structural components: the prelude to war, the body
or course of the war, and the consequences of war.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Sacred Defense literature constitutes one of

the most significant branches of contemporary
Iranian war literature and emerged directly
from the political, social, cultural, and historical
circumstances produced by the Iran—Iraq War.
As a form of committed literature, it reflects the
reciprocal relationship between literature and
society and provides a narrative space in
which collective memory, national identity,
resistance, displacement, martyrdom,
captivity, destruction, and the social
consequences of war are represented and
interpreted. The development of modern
Persian fiction itself was influenced by both
indigenous literary traditions and modern
Western narrative forms, while the experience
of revolution and war gave rise to new thematic
and structural tendencies in contemporary
fiction. In this context, Sacred Defense fiction
moved from early documentary and idealized
depictions of the battlefield toward more
technically elaborate, psychologically
complex, and structurally sophisticated forms
of narration (1, 14). Narrative studies provide a
suitable theoretical framework for examining
such works because narrative is not merely a
sequence of events, but a structured mode of
organizing experience through temporal
arrangement,  perspective, voice, and
discourse. Narratology, as a branch of

structuralist and semiotic inquiry, focuses on

O ks 5 Sl
L3S ) LSS s O 5 eles s ol 55K s
the internal organization of narrative texts and
the relationships among story, discourse,
narrator, narratee, temporal order, duration,
focalization, and voice (4, 10). Gérard
Genette’s theory is particularly important in
this regard because it offers a systematic
framework for analyzing the relationship
between story and discourse and for
identifying the formal mechanisms through
which narrative meaning is produced (5). The
present study therefore compares and
analyzes the narrative structures of two
important Sacred Defense novels, Asir-e
Zaman by Esmail Fasih and Dashtban by
Ahmad Dehghan, with particular emphasis on
Genette’s narratological components.
Although the two works differ in historical
context, narrative atmosphere,
characterization, and point of view, both are
deeply connected to the social reality of war
and both employ realist strategies in
representing the political and human
consequences of conflict.
The theoretical foundation of the study is
based primarily on Genette’s structuralist
narratology, according to which narrative can
be analyzed through several interrelated
dimensions, especially tense, mood, and
voice. Within the category of tense, Genette
distinguishes order, duration, and frequency,
thereby making it possible to examine the

relationship between chronological events and
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their representation in narrative discourse (5,
27). Order concerns the relationship between
the sequence of events in the story and their
arrangement in the narrative, including
analepsis and prolepsis; duration concerns the
relative speed or slowness of narration and the
use of summary, scene, pause, and ellipsis;
and frequency concerns the number of times
an event occurs in relation to the number of
times it is narrated. Genette’s concept of mood
is closely associated with distance and
focalization, especially the degree to which
narrative information is mediated, restricted, or
presented from a particular perceptual or
ideological position. Focalization determines
who sees, while voice concerns who speaks
and how the narrator is positioned in relation
to the story. These concepts are closely
related to broader narratological discussions
of narrator, narratee, point of view, and
narrative mediation (9, 23, 26). In addition,
structuralist approaches emphasize that
narrative meaning is generated through
relationships among formal elements rather
than through isolated content alone (6, 22, 28).
Accordingly, the present research does not
merely summarize the content of the two
novels, but investigates how their narrative
structures organize war experience, how
temporality is managed, how narratorial
distance is established, how focalization
directs the reader’s access to events, and how
voice contributes to the ideological and

emotional representation of Sacred Defense.

The study was conducted through a
descriptive-analytical method based on
documentary and library research. The
primary sources were Esmail Fasih’s Asir-e
Zaman and Ahmad Dehghan’s Dashtban,
while relevant theoretical and critical works in
narratology, structuralism, Sacred Defense
literature, and contemporary Persian fiction
were used as secondary sources. Asir-e
Zaman is a socially and politically oriented
novel in which historical developments before
and after the Islamic Revolution and during the
Iran-lrag War are narrated through the
experiences of Jalal Arian and other
characters. The novel combines personal
memory, political transformation, social
conflict, captivity, revolution, and war, and its
narrative world is strongly connected to the
historical realities of southern Iran (16, 19). By
contrast, Dashtban presents the war through
the perspective of a young narrator whose
family is suddenly displaced by the Iraqi
invasion. The novel focuses on forced
migration, insecurity, bombardment, survival,
family cohesion, and civilian suffering, and it
has been recognized for its use of an
adolescent narrator and its strategies for
rendering wartime events believable and
emotionally immediate (17, 20). Previous
studies of Sacred Defense fiction have
generally focused on stylistics,
characterization, ecological criticism, thematic
analysis, and story elements (18, 29-32).
However, a comparative examination of these

two novels specifically through Genette's
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narrative framework has received less
attention. The present study therefore seeks to
fill this gap by identifying the dominant
narrative patterns in both works and by
comparing their structural similarities and
differences in relation to the representation of
war.

The findings concerning tense and temporal
organization indicate that both novels
generally follow a coherent chronological
trajectory, although they differ in the degree
and manner of temporal manipulation. In Asir-
e Zaman, the sequence of narrated events is
largely compatible with historical chronology,
and the narrator frequently anchors the
narrative in specific social and political
moments. The novel’s temporal progression is
generally linear, but it also includes
anticipatory and retrospective references that
serve to connect private experience with larger
historical developments. In Dashtban, the
temporal structure is also relatively linear,
beginning in the final days of summer and
moving toward winter, while the narrative
progression closely follows the family’s
experience of displacement, fear, and survival.
Genette’s concept of duration is particularly
useful in explaining how both novels alternate
among summary, scene, descriptive pause,
and accelerated narration. In Asir-e Zaman,
rapid narrative movement is often achieved
through summary, especially when political
developments, military attacks, and broader
social transformations are condensed into

relatively brief passages. In Dashtban,

summary is similarly used to represent the
general condition of refugees, displacement,
and collective hardship, whereas scenes of
dialogue, injury, bombardment, and
confrontation slow down the narrative and
create immediacy. Descriptive passages in
both novels reduce narrative speed and direct
attention toward sensory and material details
of the war environment. Such passages are
especially important in representing
bombardment, military equipment, ruined
landscapes, bodily suffering, and civilian fear.
These techniques demonstrate that narrative
duration is not merely a formal device but also
an important means of directing the reader’s
emotional and cognitive attention toward
particular aspects of war experience (4, 21,
22).

The analysis of mood, focalization, voice,
narrator, and narratee further reveals
significant similarities and differences between
the two novels. In Asir-e Zaman, narrative
information is often mediated through a
narrator who is also involved in the events,
producing a form of intradiegetic narration in
which the narrator functions simultaneously as
participant and observer. This structure allows
the novel to combine personal testimony with
broader historical commentary and to move
between individual and collective
perspectives. The tone frequently becomes
formal, reportorial, and reflective, especially
when the narrator discusses political events,
military developments, prisoners, casualties,

and revolutionary change. In Dashtban, the
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use of a young first-person narrator creates a
more restricted and immediate focalization.
The war is experienced through the narrator’'s
limited perception, and the reader encounters
the surrounding violence through sensory
impressions, fear, confusion, observation, and
fragmented understanding. This strategy
increases the emotional intensity of the
narrative and contributes to the credibility of
the adolescent perspective (17). Genette’'s
concept of focalization makes it possible to
distinguish between the source of perception
and the source of narration, while the concept
of voice clarifies the narrator's position in
relation to the narrated events (5, 23). Both
novels also construct a narratee, either
explicitly or implicitly, through techniques of
direct explanation, evidentiary detail, and the
presentation of scenes in a manner that turns
the reader into a witness to wartime
experience. In this respect, the narratives do
not simply recount events but actively organize
the reader’s relationship to those events,
producing varying degrees of proximity,
distance, identification, and judgment (9, 26).
Despite their different narratorial positions,
both works thus employ narrative voice and
focalization to transform historical events into
structured, emotionally charged
representations of Sacred Defense.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis
demonstrates that Asir-e Zaman and
Dashtban, despite differences in narrative
perspective, setting, characterization, and

stylistic emphasis, share a coherent structural

orientation toward the representation of war
and Sacred Defense. Both works employ
realist narrative strategies and organize their
narratives through temporal order, duration,
focalization, and voice in ways that correspond
closely to the main categories of Genette’s
narratology. Their most significant structural
similarity lies in the organization of wartime
experience around three broad narrative
phases: the prelude to war, the main body of
war, and the consequences of war. Within
these phases, the novels depict warning signs,
military  attacks, displacement, rescue,
defense, captivity, destruction, and postwar
consequences through different narrative
techniques. Asir-e Zaman adopts a broader
historical and political perspective and
combines personal experience with social
transformation, whereas Dashtban presents
war through a more immediate, restricted, and
experiential perspective centered on civilian
vulnerability and family survival. The findings
therefore show that Genette’s narratological
framework provides an effective analytical
model for identifying both the shared structural
patterns and the distinctive narrative strategies
of Sacred Defense fiction. The comparison
also confirms that narrative form plays a
decisive role in shaping the ideological,
emotional, and historical representation of
war, because the meaning of Sacred Defense
is produced not only through what is narrated
but also through the order, duration,
perspective, and voice through which events

are presented to the reader.
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