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Abstract

Palestinian resistance literature constitutes one of the most significant fields of contemporary literature, in which occupation,
displacement, martyrdom, identity, freedom, and perseverance are closely intertwined with religious, emotional, and
symbolic elements. In Persian poetry concerned with Palestine, these themes are frequently connected with the mystical
heritage of Persian literature, creating a spiritual layer in the poetic representation of resistance. The present study aims to
analyze the major mystical concepts reflected in the poetic works of Persian-language poets of Palestinian resistance and to
explain their role in the semantic, symbolic, and aesthetic structure of these works. The study employs a descriptive-
analytical approach and focuses on the conceptual and interpretive reading of mystical themes, images, and symbols in
resistance poetry. The findings indicate that love, martyrdom, annihilation, subsistence, spiritual journey, patience, trust,
contentment, unity, light, flight, and return are among the most prominent mystical concepts in these poems. Love moves
beyond an individual emotional experience and is reconstructed as devotion to homeland, Jerusalem, freedom, and collective
ideals. Martyrdom is closely associated with the mystical concepts of annihilation and subsistence, transforming physical
death into spiritual continuity and enduring presence in collective memory. Resistance is also represented as a form of
collective spiritual journey characterized by suffering, trial, perseverance, and hope. Symbols such as blood, flowers, light,
birds, the sky, the road, and dawn play a central role in linking political experience with mystical meaning. Overall,
mysticism in Persian-language Palestinian resistance poetry is not a marginal or decorative element; rather, it functions as a
fundamental mechanism for interpreting suffering, martyrdom, hope, and liberation. Through this process, the Palestinian
experience transcends the boundaries of a purely political issue and becomes an ethical, human, and spiritual experience.
Keywords: Mysticism, Resistance Literature, Palestine, Persian Poetry, Martyrdom, Symbolism, Resistance.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The poetry of Palestinian resistance has

developed into one of the most significant
branches of contemporary resistance literature
because it articulates not only the political
realities of occupation, displacement, violence,
and collective struggle, but also the cultural,
emotional, religious, and symbolic dimensions
of the Palestinian experience. Over time, this
poetry has moved beyond the mere
documentation of political events and has
developed a sophisticated literary language
through which national identity, collective
memory, martyrdom, exile, return, hope, and
liberation are represented as interconnected
dimensions of a broader historical
consciousness (1). Within the Persian literary
tradition, Palestine has likewise occupied a
prominent

position, particularly in

contemporary poetry influenced by the
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discourse of Islamic resistance, anti-
oppression, and solidarity with oppressed
peoples. Persian-language poets have not
generally represented Palestine merely as a
distant geographical or geopolitical issue;
rather, they have transformed it into a symbolic
field in which religious memory, ethical
responsibility, historical suffering, and spiritual
aspiration intersect. The Palestinian question
in the poetry of the Islamic Revolution in Iran
has frequently been linked with concepts such
as martyrdom, justice, sacred struggle,
Jerusalem, and collective responsibility,
thereby creating a literary framework in which
political resistance acquires moral and spiritual
significance (3). This multidimensionality
becomes particularly important when mystical
concepts are examined, because Persian

poetry possesses a long and deeply rooted



VP8 Jlo (o 0 lods camiy 0398 ((owild Dbl § Qb)) dusms™ 4 45

mystical tradition in which love, annihilation,
subsistence, journey, patience, trust, unity,
light, flight, and return function as central
metaphors for the human relationship with
truth. In contemporary resistance poetry, these
concepts are not necessarily reproduced in
their classical Sufi forms; instead, they are
often transformed and relocated into social
and historical contexts. Thus, mystical love
may be reformulated as love of homeland,
justice, or a sacred ideal; annihilation may
acquire the form of martyrdom and self-
sacrifice; the spiritual journey may become the
long path of resistance; and mystical union
may find its collective counterpart in liberation,
return, or the restoration of a violated sacred
order. The present study therefore seeks to
analyze the major mystical concepts
embedded in the poetic works of Persian-
language poets concerned with Palestinian
resistance and to explain how those concepts
contribute to the aesthetic, symbolic, and
ideological structure of resistance poetry. The
significance  of this inquiry lies in
demonstrating that Palestinian resistance
poetry in Persian should not be reduced to
political discourse alone, because its literary
power frequently emerges from the interaction
of political commitment with mystical, religious,
symbolic, and emotional structures.

The theoretical foundation of this study is
based on the intersection between resistance
literature and the mystical tradition of Persian
poetry. Resistance literature is commonly

understood as literature produced in response

to domination, occupation, repression,
injustice, or threats to collective identity, and
its central concepts usually include homeland,
freedom, dignity, sacrifice, martyrdom,
memory, identity, and hope. Comparative
studies of Iranian and Palestinian resistance
poetry have shown that the two traditions
share a number of ideological and thematic
foundations, including opposition to
oppression, defense of identity, valorization of
sacrifice, and the transformation of collective
suffering into a source of cultural persistence
(7). These features create an important point
of convergence with mystical discourse
because both mystical and resistance
traditions frequently emphasize the
transcendence of the limited self,
perseverance through hardship, fidelity to a
higher truth, and the acceptance of suffering in
pursuit of a superior goal. In classical
mysticism, the seeker advances toward truth
through stages of discipline, detachment, trial,
love, and self-transcendence; in resistance
poetry, the individual or community similarly
moves through dispossession, suffering,
struggle, sacrifice, and hope toward the
imagined horizon of freedom and restoration.
The distinction between these two structures
remains important, but their symbolic affinity
enables contemporary poets to reinterpret
mystical concepts in collective terms. The
symbolism of modern Palestinian poetry also
confirms the importance of this interpretive
approach, since Palestinian poets have

repeatedly employed mythic, religious,
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historical, and natural symbols to elevate
political events into broader cultural narratives
(2). Persian resistance poetry has followed a
comparable path by adapting inherited
symbols to contemporary historical
experiences. Studies of symbolism in Iranian
resistance poetry, particularly in the poetry
associated with the Islamic Revolution,
indicate that images such as blood, the tulip,
the sun, flight, fire, Karbala, and light are used
not merely as decorative devices but as
mechanisms for connecting sacrifice and
struggle to religious and transcendent
meanings (5). For this reason, mystical
interpretation in the present study does not
depend solely on the explicit use of technical
Sufi vocabulary; rather, it examines the deeper
semantic organization of poems and asks how
death, suffering, homeland, martyrdom, hope,
sacred space, and collective identity are given
meanings that correspond to mystical
structures of transformation, transcendence,
and return.

Among the mystical concepts identified in
Persian-language poetry of Palestinian
resistance, love occupies a particularly central
position. In Persian mystical literature, love is
the force that drives the seeker beyond self-
interest, attachment, fear, and rational
calculation toward complete devotion to the
beloved. In resistance poetry, this structural
pattern is often transferred to the relationship
between the poetic subject and Palestine,
Jerusalem, the homeland, freedom, or justice.

The homeland is frequently personified as a

beloved, while separation from the homeland
takes on the emotional structure of mystical
estrangement and return is imagined through
the language of reunion. This transformation
allows territorial attachment to become
something deeper than political loyalty; the
homeland acquires sacred, emotional, and
existential value. Imagery is especially
important in producing this effect, because
resistance poetry often communicates
abstract ideas through condensed symbolic
images rather than discursive explanation (10).
Jerusalem may thus be presented as a
wounded beloved, a violated sanctuary, a
waiting bride, a sacred threshold, or a spiritual
center whose liberation implies both political
restoration and moral reunion. The poetic
transformation of Jerusalem into a sacred and
beloved space allows love to connect the
political and mystical dimensions of the text. A
similar transformation occurs in the concept of
martyrdom. In many works of Persian
resistance poetry, the martyr is not portrayed
merely as a victim of violence but as an
individual who consciously moves beyond the
boundaries of personal life in order to preserve
a higher truth or collective ideal. Research on
the poetry of Hamid Sabzevari and Mousavi
Garmaroudi shows that sacrifice and
martyrdom are closely associated with faith,
moral responsibility, and collective
commitment in the discourse of resistance (6).
This representation closely resembles the
mystical concepts of fana and baga: the

individual self disappears, but its meaning
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survives at another level. The physical
existence of the martyr ends, while the
martyr's name, memory, example, and ideal
continue within the collective consciousness.
In this sense, annihilation becomes a form of
symbolic permanence. The recurrence of
images of flight, sky, light, stars, blood,
flowers, and sunrise further reinforces this
structure, because the language of the poem
repeatedly transforms bodily death into
spiritual elevation and social continuity.

The concepts of journey, suffering, patience,
trust, and return constitute another major
cluster of mystical meanings in the poetic
representation of Palestinian resistance. The
mystical  journey traditionally  involves
movement through hardship, uncertainty,
purification, and self-transformation, and this
structure can be observed in the way
resistance poetry represents the historical
experience of the Palestinian people.
Displacement, exile, imprisonment, struggle,
waiting, and the dream of return are often
organized as stages in a prolonged collective
journey. The resistance movement is therefore
represented less as an isolated political
reaction than as an enduring path requiring
discipline,  perseverance, and fidelity.
Palestinian resistance poetry has historically
developed through different phases of loss,
national awakening, confrontation, and
renewed hope, and this evolution has
gradually produced a poetic language in which
suffering is not represented merely as passive

victimhood but also as a source of collective

consciousness and determination (1). In
Persian-language representations of
Palestine, this transformation is strengthened
by the inherited religious and mystical
meanings of patience. Patience is not
equivalent to submission or political passivity;
rather, it signifies active endurance and the
refusal to abandon the path despite repeated
loss. Religious resistance poetry in Persian
has long drawn on this connection between
faith, endurance, and opposition to injustice
(11). Trust likewise emerges in the conviction
that injustice is not permanent and that
liberation remains possible even under
conditions of extreme historical adversity.
Mousavi Garmaroudi’s treatment of resistance
and Palestine demonstrates how poetic
commitment can be situated within an ethical
and spiritual horizon in which faith sustains
hope and grants resistance a meaning beyond
immediate political outcomes (4). The concept
of return also has a particularly rich mystical
resonance. Politically, it refers to the
Palestinian right and desire to return to the
homeland; symbolically, however, it resembles
the mystical movement from estrangement to
origin. Exile can therefore be interpreted as
separation from the source, while return
signifies the restoration of identity, wholeness,
and belonging. This overlap between political
return and spiritual return is one of the most
significant ways in which mystical structures
enrich resistance poetry.

Symbolic and intertextual structures play a

decisive role in transforming these mystical
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concepts into poetic meaning. Blood, light, fire,
the bird, the sky, the sea, the road, the tree,
and dawn are among the recurrent images
through which Palestinian resistance acquires
simultaneously  political and  spiritual
significance. Blood, for example, denotes
violence and death at the literal level, but in
resistance poetry it frequently becomes a
generative symbol associated with fertility,
memory, sacrifice, and the continuation of life.
The association of blood with flowers, soil, or
sunrise changes death into the beginning of
renewed existence and creates a symbolic
logic parallel to the mystical movement from
annihilation to subsistence. The image of the
bird similarly functions on more than one level.
It may signify liberation from occupation,
release from imprisonment, or the spiritual
ascent of the martyr. The sky becomes the
opposite of confinement, while flight becomes
the poetic realization of freedom. Light and
darkness provide another important binary
structure. Darkness is associated with
occupation, violence, fear, and historical
closure, while light, dawn, and the sun are
associated with truth, resistance, awareness,
and liberation. Such imagery demonstrates
how poetic language expands political
concepts into broader metaphysical
oppositions. The role of imagery in resistance
poetry is therefore not supplementary; it
constitutes a central mechanism for
constructing meaning (10). Intertextuality with
religious history, especially the memory of

Karbala and Ashura, reinforces this process.

In Persian Shi‘i culture, Karbala provides a
powerful paradigm of resistance against
injustice, conscious sacrifice, and moral
victory despite material defeat. Consequently,
Palestinian suffering and resistance can be
represented through an Ashuraic framework in
which ~ contemporary  martyrs  become
continuators of a sacred history of resistance.
Comparative research on Palestinian and
I[ranian  resistance  poetry has also
demonstrated that martyrdom, homeland, and
opposition to oppression function as major
shared structures in the two poetic traditions
(8). This intertextual network allows the
Palestinian experience to enter Persian
cultural memory and enables the poet to
reinterpret contemporary political suffering
through familiar spiritual archetypes. Poetry
consequently becomes a medium in which
historical memory, mystical symbolism,
religious ethics, and contemporary resistance
interact.

The findings of this study indicate that mystical
concepts constitute an important semantic
layer in the poetic works of Persian-language
poets of Palestinian resistance and
significantly deepen the literary representation
of Palestine. Love transforms attachment to
homeland and Jerusalem into a form of
spiritual devotion; martyrdom reconfigures
death as transcendence and symbolic
permanence; annihilation and subsistence
provide a structure for understanding the
passage from individual sacrifice to collective

memory; the journey becomes a metaphor for
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the long historical path of resistance; patience
and trust transform endurance into an active
ethical stance; unity dissolves the boundaries
between individual and collective identity; and
return acquires both political and existential
meaning. Symbols such as blood, light, birds,
flowers, fire, the road, the sky, and dawn
mediate between political reality and mystical
imagination, enabling the poem to speak
simultaneously of occupation and
transcendence, suffering and hope, death and
continuity.  Most  importantly,  mystical
discourse does not depoliticize resistance in
these works; rather, it expands its meaning by
situating it within a broader framework of
justice, sacrifice, human dignity, sacred
memory, and moral responsibility. Through
this interaction, Persian-language Palestinian
resistance poetry moves beyond the
immediate circumstances of conflict and
becomes a reflective literary space in which
the human response to oppression is
interpreted through questions of truth, identity,
love, mortality, and liberation. The mystical
dimension therefore functions not as an
ornamental or secondary feature but as an
essential mechanism through which political
experience is transformed into enduring poetic

meaning.

References
1. Hejazi B. Palestinian Resistance Poetry: Its
Development and Trends. Journal of
Contemporary Literary Studies. 2019;12(45):9-
28.

2. Al-Qasim K. Symbol and Myth in Modern
Palestinian Poetry. Beirut, Lebanon: Arab
Institute for Studies and Publishing; 2011.

3. Vafa A. The Palestine Issue in the Poetry of
the Islamic Revolution of Iran. Journal of
Resistance Culture. 2022;14(4):55-79.

4. Mousavi Garmaroudi SA. Resistance Poetry
and Palestine. Tehran: Nashr-e Neyestan;
2006.

5. Bam-Shad T, Mohammadi M, Haji-Zadeh A,
editors. Resistance Literature in the Islamic
Revolution: Symbolism in Alireza Qazveh's
Poetry of Resistance. 4th International
Conference on Language and Literature
Studies of Nations; 2020: Tehran.

6. Habibi A, Khabbazi M, Khodadadi Mahabad
R. The theme of resistance in the poetry of
Hamid Sabzevari and Mousavi Garmaroudi.
Literary Criticism Studies. 2022;17(52):219-45.
7. Jahani MT, Nourmohammad Nehal Z. An
Inquiry into the Foundations of Resistance
Literature in the Poetry of Palestine and Iran.
Resistance Literature. 2017(17):87-106.

8. Haj Babaei MR, Moradi S. The Palestinian
Resistance in the Poetry of Mahmoud Darwish
and Hossein Esrafili. Resistance Literature.
2017(17):107-32.

9. Farrah M, Al-Bakri R. The Effectiveness of
Using Poetry in Developing English Vocabulary,
Pronunciation and Motivation of EFL Palestinian
Students. Language Teaching. 2022;2(1):p1.
10. Alavi-Zadeh H. Imagery in
Resistance Poetry. Contemporary Literature
Quarterly. 2021;8(1):77-99.

11. Kheiri M, Akbari M. Manifestations of
Resistance Literature in Religious Poetry from
the Constitutional Era to the Islamic Revolution.
Journal of Sacred Defense Literature.
2020;3(5):85-98.



