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Abstract

This study aimed to develop and validate a model for strengthening Persian language and literature in line with the
development of Iranian culture and civilization and to determine the contribution of its constituent dimensions. A sequential
mixed-methods design was employed in qualitative and quantitative phases. In the qualitative phase, thematic analysis within
an interpretive paradigm was used, and data were collected through semi-structured interviews with experts in cultural
management and Persian language and literature. The data were analyzed through reviewing, organizing, coding,
categorizing, and developing subcategories and major themes, resulting in seven dimensions and 33 components. In the
quantitative phase, a researcher-made questionnaire based on a five-point Likert scale was administered to 385 participants
from the relevant academic community. Content, face, and construct validity as well as instrument reliability were assessed.
Confirmatory factor analysis was conducted using LISREL, while complementary statistical analyses were performed using
SPSS. The KMO value was 0.879, and Bartlett’s test was statistically significant (p<0.001), confirming sampling adequacy
for factor analysis. All factor loadings and structural coefficients were significant at the 95% confidence level. The
standardized factor loadings were 0.72 for preservation of Iranian cultural values, 0.89 for expansion of Islam and
reinforcement of Islamic cultural values, 0.87 for preservation and advancement of Persian language and literature, 0.77 for
preservation and elevation of Iranian culture and civilization, 0.93 for preservation of Iranian cultural identity, 0.91 for
development of Iranian culture and civilization, and 0.84 for global expansion of Persian language and literature.
Preservation of Iranian cultural identity explained the largest proportion of variance (R2=0.86), whereas preservation of
Iranian cultural values explained the smallest proportion (R2=0.52). Model-fit indices indicated acceptable fit (y*/df=2.752,
RMSEA=0.074, PNFI=0.588, GFI=0.90, NFI=0.91, and CFI=0.92). The validated model indicates that strengthening
Persian language and literature is a multidimensional process closely associated with cultural identity, Iranian and Islamic
values, civilizational advancement, and the international dissemination of Persian. Preservation of Iranian cultural identity
and development of Iranian culture and civilization emerged as the most influential dimensions. Accordingly, cultural and
educational policies should integrate linguistic preservation with identity reinforcement and employ the capacities of Persian
language and literature as instruments for sustainable cultural and civilizational development.

Keywords: Persian language, Persian literature, cultural identity, Iranian culture, Iranian civilization, thematic analysis,
confirmatory factor analysis.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Persian language and literature have

historically  functioned not merely as
instruments of communication but as major
carriers of Iranian cultural memory, national
cohesion, civilizational  continuity, and
collective identity. Across successive historical
periods, Persian has provided a common
symbolic and linguistic framework through
which diverse ethnic and regional communities
in Iran have participated in the construction
and preservation of a shared cultural space. Its
role has extended from the transmission of
literary, ethical, mystical, and religious
traditions to the strengthening of national
solidarity and the preservation of historical
consciousness. The continuity of Persian as a
common language has therefore been closely
associated with cultural integration and the
maintenance of Iranian identity (1). Persian
poetry and literature have also contributed to

the revival and reproduction of Iranian cultural
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values by preserving historical narratives,
aesthetic traditions, ethical ideals, and
collective memories across generations (2).
Moreover, the close interaction between
Persian literature and Islamic-lranian
civilization has created a cultural synthesis in
which literary works have served as
repositories of religious, philosophical, moral,
and social meanings. Literature, in this sense,
is not separable from the broader cultural
system within which it is produced and
transmitted, and its preservation and
development are consequently linked to the
sustainability of Iranian culture and civilization.
Previous scholarship has similarly
emphasized the importance of language as a
dynamic cultural institution whose growth
depends on scientific production, intellectual
development, and the expansion of
communicative capacities (3). Against this
background, the present study sought to
validate a

develop and empirically
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comprehensive model for strengthening
Persian language and literature in line with the
development of Iranian culture and civilization,
while also determining the relative contribution
of the model’s constituent dimensions.

Persian is widely recognized as one of the
historically rich literary languages of the world,
with a long tradition of poetic, prose, historical,
mystical, philosophical, and  didactic
production. Its literary heritage has been
described as one of the major achievements of
world civilization, distinguished by both the
volume and the intellectual-aesthetic quality of
its textual tradition (4). The historical
development of Persian literature, particularly
from the early Islamic centuries onward,
demonstrates that literary production was
closely connected with political institutions,
court culture, religious thought, education, and
social life; the prominence of Persian poetry
during the Ghaznavid period is one notable
example of this broader civilizational role (5).
The historical continuity of Persian literature
also reflects its capacity to integrate multiple
cultural, ethnic, religious, and intellectual
traditions while maintaining a recognizable
linguistic  and literary  identity (6).
Contemporary studies further indicate that
literature plays an important role in preserving
cultural identity because literary texts
communicate values, collective memories,
moral ideals, symbols, and culturally
embedded patterns of meaning (13). Research
has also highlighted the function of Persian

literature in transmitting Iranian cultural and

social values and in reinforcing humanistic and
ethical concepts across historical periods (12).
Likewise, literary and cultural education are
interdependent processes; educational
institutions contribute to the transmission and
preservation of language and literature, while
literary traditions themselves enrich cultural
and educational systems (8). The preservation
of Persian literature has additionally been
linked to the maintenance of Islamic culture
and civilization, reflecting the deep interaction
between Persian literary production and
Islamic intellectual history (9). These
theoretical and empirical considerations
support the need for an integrated model that
simultaneously addresses language
preservation, cultural identity, -civilizational
development, religious-cultural values, and the
international expansion of Persian language
and literature.

The study employed a sequential mixed-
methods design consisting of qualitative and
guantitative phases. In the qualitative phase,
an exploratory thematic analysis approach
was used within an interpretive framework to
identify the dimensions and components
associated with  strengthening Persian
language and literature in relation to the
development of Iranian culture and civilization.
The qualitative  population  comprised
university faculty members and specialists in
cultural management and Persian language
and literature. Semi-structured interviews and
researcher-developed coding sheets were

used for data collection and analysis. The
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gualitative data analysis process involved
repeated review of the collected materials,
organization of the data, coding,
categorization, formation of subcategories,
extraction of major themes, and preparation of
the final thematic structure. The validity of the
qualitative framework was examined through
expert review, and reliability was assessed
using Scott’'s pi coefficient, which reached
0.95. The qualitative analysis resulted in the
identification of seven principal dimensions
and 33 components. In the quantitative phase,
a researcher-made questionnaire was
developed on the basis of the qualitative
findings and organized using a five-point Likert
scale ranging from very low to very high.
Content validity was assessed by subject-
matter specialists, face validity was examined
with selected respondents, and construct
validity was evaluated through confirmatory
factor analysis. The statistical population
consisted of members of relevant scientific
associations in the fields of cultural
management and Persian language and
literature. A sample of 385 respondents was
obtained, and 400 questionnaires were initially
distributed, of which 385 were returned and
analyzed. Quantitative analyses included
descriptive statistics, the Kaiser—Meyer—Olkin
measure, Bartlett’s test of sphericity, first-order
and second-order confirmatory factor analysis,
and model-fit assessment. SPSS and LISREL
were used to analyze the data and evaluate
the measurement and structural properties of

the proposed model.

The qualitative findings indicated that the
model for strengthening Persian language and
literature in line with the development of
Iranian culture and civilization consisted of
seven major dimensions: preservation of
Iranian cultural values; expansion of Islam and
reinforcement of Islamic cultural values;
preservation and advancement of Persian
language and literature; preservation and
elevation of Iranian culture and civilization;
preservation of Iranian cultural identity;
development of Iranian culture and civilization;
and global expansion of Persian language and
literature. The quantitative findings supported
the adequacy and validity of this structure. The
KMO value was 0.879, indicating sufficient
sampling adequacy for factor analysis, while
Bartlett’'s test was statistically significant at
p<0.001, confirming that the correlation matrix
was appropriate for factor extraction. All
observed indicators had factor loadings
greater than 0.50, and all t-values exceeded
the critical threshold of +1.96, demonstrating
that the measurement relationships were
statistically significant at the 95% confidence
level. In the second-order confirmatory factor
analysis, preservation of Iranian cultural
identity had the highest standardized factor
loading at 0.93 and explained approximately
86% of the variance associated with the
overarching construct. Development of Iranian
culture and civilization followed with a factor
loading of 0.91 and an explained variance of
approximately 82%. Expansion of Islam and

reinforcement of Islamic cultural values had a
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loading of 0.89,
advancement of Persian language and

preservation  and

literature 0.87, global expansion of Persian
language and literature 0.84, preservation and
elevation of Iranian culture and civilization
0.77, and preservation of lIranian cultural
values 0.72. The overall goodness-of-fit
indices were within acceptable ranges, with
x?/df=2.752, RMSEA=0.074, PNFI=0.588,
GFI=0.90, NFI=0.91, and CFI=0.92, indicating
acceptable correspondence between the
empirical data and the conceptual model.

The findings suggest that strengthening
Persian language and literature is best
understood as a multidimensional cultural-
developmental process rather than as a
narrowly linguistic or educational undertaking.
The dominant position of cultural identity in the
model indicates that Persian language and
literature derive much of their social and
civilizational significance from their capacity to
reproduce collective identity, preserve
historical memory, transmit cultural values,
and connect present generations with
inherited cultural traditions. This result is
consistent with research emphasizing the role
of Persian literature in maintaining Iranian
cultural identity and transmitting national and
ethical values (10, 13). The strong contribution
of the development of Iranian culture and
civilization also confirms that language and
literature are not merely outcomes of
civilization but active instruments in its
reproduction and transformation. Persian

literary production can contribute to social and

cultural development by promoting intellectual
reflection, aesthetic awareness, ethical
discourse, and collective self-understanding
(7). The substantial contribution of Islamic
cultural values further reflects the historical
interweaving of Persian literature with Islamic
thought and civilization, supporting previous
observations regarding the role of Persian
literature in preserving Islamic cultural
traditions (9). At the same time, the global
expansion dimension highlights the relevance
of Persian in an era characterized by
intercultural communication, globalization, and
increasing interaction among linguistic
communities. Contemporary research
demonstrates that language learning is deeply
influenced by intercultural communication and
cultural understanding (15), while broader
studies of globalization show that intensified
cultural contact reshapes patterns of cultural
interaction and knowledge exchange (17, 18).
The model therefore implies that policies
aimed at strengthening Persian should
integrate cultural education, identity formation,
scientific and academic development, digital
dissemination, international teaching,
intercultural communication, and institutional
support rather than relying on isolated
language-preservation measures.

The study developed and empirically validated
a seven-dimensional model for strengthening
Persian language and literature in line with the
development of Iranian culture and civilization.
The model demonstrates that the sustainability

and advancement of Persian depend on a
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coordinated relationship among cultural
values, Islamic-lranian cultural traditions,
linguistic and literary development, cultural
identity, civilizational advancement, and
international dissemination. Among these
dimensions, preservation of Iranian cultural
identity and development of Iranian culture
and civilization emerged as the strongest
explanatory dimensions, indicating that the
future of Persian language and literature is
closely connected to the ways in which
institutions and communities reproduce
identity, transmit cultural memory, and use
literary and linguistic resources to support
cultural development. The acceptable fit of the
confirmatory model further indicates that the
identified dimensions provide a coherent
empirical framework for understanding the
principal areas through which Persian can be
preserved, strengthened, and expanded.
Accordingly, effective cultural and educational
policy should not treat Persian merely as a
linguistic subject to be protected but as an
integrated cultural and civilizational resource.
Strengthening Persian therefore requires
coordinated action in education, cultural
policy, literary production, scientific
communication, media, digital technologies,
intercultural exchange, and international
language promotion. Such an integrated
approach can contribute simultaneously to the
preservation of cultural heritage,
reinforcement of national and cultural identity,
transmission of ethical and historical values,

development of contemporary cultural

capacities, and broader representation of
Iranian culture and civilization in regional and

global contexts.
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