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Abstract

Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province is one of the rich and largely unspoiled centers of folkloric poetry and local songs,
most of which are manifested in the form of lyrical literature. The simplicity and unadorned quality of these poems, together
with their reflection of the ancient culture, customs, and traditions of this region, are clearly evident throughout them.
Accordingly, given the accelerating development of technology and the gradual erosion of folk culture, it appears highly
necessary to undertake appropriate measures for the collection, documentation, and analysis of these cultural legacies and
authentic poems before they fall into neglect and eventual oblivion. Therefore, in the present study, the author has sought,
through a field-based method, to collect and record, transcribe phonetically, and subsequently analyze the lyrical poetry of
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province. Following the introduction, review of the literature, and research methodology,
this study analyzes lyrical songs concerning descriptions of nature—including descriptions of trees, plants, flowers, natural
landscapes, and animals—as well as descriptions of times and occasions, religious beliefs and spiritual convictions, including
religious beliefs reflected in lullabies, beliefs concerning the attributes of God and His praise, lullabies emphasizing attention
to the Qur’an, religious beliefs in love poetry, and religious beliefs in work songs. The study also examines themes of joy
and the epic tone manifested in lyrical literature.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Folk literature constitutes one of the most

enduring repositories of collective memory,
cultural identity, emotional experience, and
social knowledge in human communities,
particularly in societies where cultural
materials have historically been transmitted
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through oral rather than written forms. Iranian
oral culture, shaped by the traditions of
numerous ethnic and regional communities,
contains a vast range of songs, narratives,
myths, proverbs, Ilullabies, work songs,

elegies, and ceremonial compositions that
reflect the everyday experiences, values,
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beliefs, aspirations, anxieties, and social
relationships of ordinary people. Folk literature
is therefore not merely a body of aesthetically
appealing verbal expressions; it also functions
as a cultural archive through which the
material and spiritual dimensions of earlier
forms of life can be reconstructed and
interpreted (1). From a literary perspective, folk
literature encompasses orally transmitted
genres whose themes, language, imagery,
and structures emerge directly from the
cultural environment of a community (2).
Among these genres, folk songs occupy a
particularly important position because they
combine verbal expression, rhythm, melody,
collective  performance, and emotional
immediacy. Iranian local songs frequently
preserve elements of regional history, beliefs,
livelihood patterns, interpersonal relations,
and perceptions of  nature, while
simultaneously revealing distinctive linguistic
and poetic features (4, 5). Kohgiluyeh and
Boyer-Ahmad Province represents one of the
significant centers of such oral traditions. Its
largely Luri-speaking communities possess a
rich body of lyrical folk poetry characterized by
simplicity of expression, emotional intensity,
close engagement with the natural
environment, religious imagery, descriptions of
tribal and pastoral life, and the persistence of
local cultural symbols. Earlier collections and
regional studies have documented substantial
bodies of this poetry and demonstrated the
breadth of local lyrical, elegiac, celebratory,

and heroic traditions (6-9). Nevertheless, a

thematic analysis focused specifically on
descriptions of nature, times and occasions,
religious beliefs, joy, and heroic tone provides
a more systematic means of understanding
the cultural logic underlying these songs.

The present study aims to analyze major
themes and motifs in the lyrical poetry and folk
songs of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
Province, with particular emphasis on five
interconnected domains: descriptions of
nature, descriptions of times and occasions,
religious beliefs and spirituality, expressions of
joy, and the manifestation of heroic tone within
lyrical discourse. The study proceeds from the
premise that local lyrical poetry cannot be
adequately interpreted solely according to the
conventions of written classical Persian poetry
because its forms, rhythms, imagery, and
communicative functions are rooted in oral
performance and in the social structures of
tribal, rural, and pastoral communities.
Previous studies of Luri poetry in the province
have drawn attention to the close
correspondence between musical form and
poetic content, the importance of oral
performance, and the distinctive regional
characteristics of local songs (9, 10). The
musicality of poetry, particularly in orally
performed forms, cannot be separated from
rhythm, repetition, phonetic patterning, and
emotional delivery, all of which contribute to
the communicative force of the song (11).
Similarly, imagery in Persian poetic traditions
frequently transforms elements of the natural

world into vehicles for emotional, symbolic,
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and aesthetic expression (12). In the lyrical
poetry of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad,
however, nature is not merely an ornamental
source of imagery; it is embedded in
subsistence practices, migration, pastoralism,
hunting, agriculture, social ceremonies, and
emotional memory. Mountains, oak trees,
flowers, aromatic plants, birds, livestock,
snow, rivers, and seasonal changes therefore
operate simultaneously as physical realities
and as symbolic resources. The study also
examines the ways in which religious concepts
penetrate lullabies, love songs, work songs,
elegiac compositions, and wedding songs,
demonstrating that spirituality functions not as
an isolated thematic category but as an
integral component of daily life and oral
creativity. By concentrating on these thematic
domains, the study seeks to clarify how local
lyrical poetry reproduces collective cultural
experience while also converting ordinary
realities into emotionally charged poetic forms.
Methodologically, the research is based
primarily on fieldwork combined with a
descriptive-analytical approach. The corpus
was collected through direct contact with local
communities in different parts of Kohgiluyeh
and Boyer-Ahmad Province, particularly
among the major tribal groups of Doshman
Ziyari, Tayebi, Bahmai, Boyer-Ahmad,
Charam, and Basht and Bavi. Oral materials
were recorded from informants and
subsequently transcribed, including phonetic
representations of the Luri verses, in order to

preserve as much as possible the linguistic

and performative characteristics of the original
songs. Particular attention was given to
speakers who had retained older forms of local
pronunciation and oral memory, since the
absence of a historically standardized written
form has contributed to variation among tribes
and localities. When variant pronunciations or
different versions of a song were encountered,
comparative inquiry was undertaken to identify
the more established or contextually
appropriate form. This field-based procedure
was complemented by library research and
consultation of earlier collections and studies
of regional poetry and culture (6, 7, 9, 13, 14).
The analytical process involved classifying the
collected material according to dominant
themes and then examining the cultural,
symbolic, and emotional functions of each
category. Because the songs often consist of
independent couplets and do not necessarily
conform to the quantitative meters of formal
Persian poetry, the study treats their oral
rhythm, musical performance, repetition, and
internal phonetic organization as essential
features rather than evaluating them
exclusively against written prosodic norms.
This approach is consistent with the broader
recognition that literary genres and rhetorical
forms must be analyzed in relation to their
specific conventions, functions, and contexts
(15, 16). The method therefore combines
textual interpretation with ethnographic
sensitivity, allowing individual verses to be
read not only as literary compositions but also

as expressions of collective memory, social
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practice, livelihood, belief, and regional
identity.

The findings concerning nature reveal that the
natural environment is one of the most
pervasive and structurally significant elements
of Luri lyrical poetry in the province. Trees,
plants, flowers, mountains, snow, celestial
bodies, birds, and animals are repeatedly
incorporated into  poetic  descriptions,

metaphors, comparisons, emotional
narratives, and symbolic representations. The
oak tree is associated with endurance,
livelihood, and the seasonal labor involved in
gathering and preparing acorns, while
aromatic plants such as chavil function as
symbols of freshness, purity, remoteness, and
the fragrance of the beloved. Flowers
frequently become metaphors for beauty and
youth, and the beloved is repeatedly
compared to blossoms, fragrant plants, and
other delicate natural phenomena. These
patterns demonstrate the close integration of
environment and poetic imagination that
characterizes local literature (12). The
mountains, particularly Mount Dena, occupy
an especially prominent symbolic position.
Dena appears not only as a geographic
landmark but also as an emblem of
permanence, grandeur, resistance, fertility,
water, vegetation, and collective pride. Other
mountains and highlands are similarly
associated with distinctive plants, hunting
grounds, snow, seasonal migration, and tribal
memory. Descriptions of birds and animals

further reinforce the relationship between

lyrical expression and the natural world. The
partridge, nightingale, pigeon, falcon, horse,
wild goat, and ibex are represented according
to their beauty, movement, voice, strength,
usefulness, or symbolic potential. The
partridge in particular serves as an important
metaphor for the beloved, combining physical
beauty, graceful movement, patterned
appearance, and attractive voice. Such
imagery also reflects the centrality of hunting,
pastoralism, and animal husbandry in the
region’s traditional economy and culture.
Earlier studies and collections of local poetry
similarly demonstrate that the environment is
inseparable from regional poetic expression
and that nature-related vocabulary constitutes
one of the richest semantic fields in the oral
literature of the province (6, 7, 9). Nature in
these songs is thus neither passive
background nor merely decorative imagery; it
is an active participant in the representation of
love, hardship, memory, labor, migration,
beauty, and identity.

The analysis of the remaining thematic
domains indicates that descriptions of time,
migration, religious belief, joy, and heroic tone
are equally grounded in the social realities of
local life. Songs concerning seasonal
migration and tribal movement reflect the
temporal organization of pastoral existence,
the emotional consequences of departure, and
the relationship between warm-region and
cold-region settlements. Night gatherings also
provide a context in which lyrical songs

articulate longing, memory, admiration of
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nature, and collective social experience.
Religious belief is especially prominent across
multiple genres, including elegies, lullabies,
wedding songs, love poetry, and work songs.
References to God, prayer, the Quran, Imam
Ali, Imam Husayn, Karbala, Imam Reza,
shrines, pilgrimage, and religious vows
demonstrate the extent to which religious
consciousness permeates  local oral
expression. lIranian lullabies, more broadly,
have long functioned not only as soothing
songs but also as vehicles for transmitting
maternal hopes, moral values, religious
aspirations, and cultural expectations to
children (1, 3). In the lullabies examined here,
mothers pray that their children become
Qur'an readers, pilgrims, or servants of
revered religious figures, while also invoking
divine protection for absent family members.
Joy is most visibly expressed in wedding
songs, festive performances, collective work
songs, and humorous or celebratory
compositions. Such songs frequently draw
upon natural imagery, birdsong, flowers, fine
clothing, horses, ornaments, and symbols of
prosperity to intensify the atmosphere of
celebration. Studies of local wedding customs
likewise emphasize the close relationship
between ceremonial performance, oral poetry,
and collective expressions of happiness (17).
At the same time, lyrical poetry frequently
incorporates a distinctly heroic tone. Love of
horses, rifles, hunting, combat, courage, and
tribal  honor enters even romantic

compositions, producing an unusual fusion of

lyricism and heroic imagery. The beloved may
be praised through metaphors of strength,
while the lover may represent devotion
through readiness for struggle, risk, or
sacrifice. This combination reflects a social
environment in  which affection, honor,
courage, tribal solidarity, and martial identity
historically coexisted, making the boundary
between lyrical and heroic expression
particularly fluid.

The study concludes that the lyrical folk poetry
of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province
constitutes a highly integrated representation
of regional life in which language,
environment, belief, livelihood, emotion, and
collective identity continuously interact. Its
dominant themes are not isolated poetic
subjects but interconnected dimensions of a
cultural system shaped by tribal and rural
experience. Nature provides both the material
setting of life and the central vocabulary of
poetic imagination; mountains, plants, birds,
animals, snow, and landscapes become
vehicles through which love, endurance,
beauty, loss, pride, and longing are expressed.
Seasonal movement and descriptions of
particular times and places preserve
memories of pastoral migration and the spatial
organization of traditional life. Religious
themes show that spirituality is deeply
embedded in personal and communal
experience, extending from infancy and
lullabies to work, marriage, death, mourning,
and romantic attachment. Expressions of joy
collective

reveal the importance of
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performance and social ceremonies, whereas
the heroic tone demonstrates how courage,
weapons, horses, hunting, honor, and tribal
strength may enter even the most intimate
forms of lyrical expression. The formal
characteristics of these songs are equally
significant: many exist as independent
couplets, rely on oral rhythm rather than strict
classical meter, employ direct and accessible
vocabulary, and retain phonetic and
grammatical features of local speech. Their
simplicity should therefore not be interpreted
as artistic deficiency, because it is precisely
this linguistic immediacy that preserves the
emotional authenticity and social
embeddedness of the tradition. The gradual
weakening of oral transmission, changing
modes of life, technological transformation,
and declining familiarity with traditional
vocabulary place a substantial part of this
cultural heritage at risk. Systematic

documentation, phonetic transcription,
thematic classification, linguistic analysis, and
preservation of oral performances are
consequently essential for safeguarding this
body of literature. Taken together, these songs
provide a comprehensive cultural portrait of
the people of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
and demonstrate that local lyrical poetry
remains an indispensable source for the study
of folklore, regional literature, cultural
anthropology, oral history, sociolinguistics,
and the historical experience of Iranian

communities.
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