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Abstract

The present study aims to analyze how the “tragedy of culture” and the transformation of forms of social interaction are
represented in the poetry of Fereydoun Moshiri, drawing on Georg Simmel’s theory of formal sociology. The rapid
modernization of contemporary Iranian society has resulted in a widening gap between the expansion of civilizational
achievements (objective culture) and the decline of human values and emotions (subjective culture). This fundamental
consequence is artistically reflected in Moshiri’s poetry through representations of human alienation, loneliness, and the
deterioration of empathetic social bonds. Adopting a qualitative approach and a descriptive-analytical method, the study
employs documentary analysis and purposive sampling of Moshiri’s collected poems. The selected poetic samples are coded
and critically examined according to Simmel’s four-dimensional analytical matrix comprising “number,” “environment,”
“time,” and “dualism.” The findings indicate that, in the dimension of “number,” the opposition between authentic dyadic
relationships (dyads) and the tumult of collective life leads to the increasing isolation of the human subject. In the dimension
of “environment,” the contemporary metropolis, through the creation of physical barriers, the intensification of psychological
distance, and the emergence of the social type of the “stranger,” has deprived lived human experience of its traditional
connection with nature. In the dimension of “time,” the dominance of acceleration and mechanical, calendrical time has
prevailed over qualitative and inner time, while in the dimension of “dualism,” fundamental oppositions such as
“peace/violence,” “emotion/technology,” and “life/death” are articulated. Furthermore, a comparative examination in light
of Rabindranath Tagore’s concept of the unity of life reveals that Moshiri’s poetry constitutes an aesthetic and Romantic
endeavor to resist the domination of the mechanical structures of modernity and to reconstruct subjective culture.
Keywords: formal sociology, Georg Simmel, Fereydoun Moshiri, tragedy of culture, forms of social interaction.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The  present study examines the

representation of the “tragedy of culture” and
the transformation of forms of social
interaction in the poetry of Fereydoun Moshiri
through the theoretical framework of Georg

Simmel’s formal sociology. Modern Persian
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poetry, particularly during the decades marked

by accelerated modernization, urban

expansion, industrialization, bureaucratic
growth, and the erosion of traditional social
bonds, became an important cultural arena in
which the lived experience of modernity was

aesthetically mediated. Fereydoun Moshiri
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occupies a distinctive position within this
historical and literary context because his
poetry combines lyrical sensitivity with a
sustained concern for alienation, loneliness,
violence, ecological destruction, moral decline,
and the weakening of empathetic human
relationships. Previous  studies have
addressed the sociological dimensions of
Moshiri’'s  poetry, the representation of
metropolitan alienation in modern Persian
verse, the dialectic of tradition and modernity,
and the concepts of the stranger and social
distance; however, these studies have
generally emphasized thematic or reflective
sociology rather than a systematic application
of Simmel's formal sociology (1-4).
Accordingly, the present research seeks to
move beyond thematic criticism by asking how
the formal structures of interaction—
particularly number, environment, time, and
dualism—are represented in Moshiri’s poetic
world and how these dimensions are
connected to the broader Simmelian concept
of the tragedy of culture. The central premise
is that Moshiri's poetry does not merely
describe social problems but aesthetically
reconstructs the changing forms through
which  modern individuals experience
community, intimacy, urban space, historical
acceleration, estrangement, conflict, and the
loss of meaningful reciprocity. In this sense,
his social Romanticism may be understood as
a poetic response to the increasing domination
of objective culture over subjective culture and

as an effort to recover affective, ethical, and

organic forms of human connectedness within
a rapidly modernizing society (16, 18, 20).

The theoretical foundation of the study is
derived from Simmel's understanding of
society as a dynamic web of patterned
interactions rather than an autonomous totality
existing independently of individuals. Formal
sociology is concerned not primarily with the
variable contents of social life, but with
recurring forms such as exchange, conflict,
domination, subordination, sociability,
distance, dyadic and triadic relations, and the
social position of the stranger (14, 15, 17).
Within this framework, Simmel’s distinction
between objective and subjective culture
becomes crucial. Objective culture consists of
the products, institutions, technologies,
systems, objects, and symbolic forms created
by human beings that gradually acquire
relative autonomy, while subjective culture
refers to the individual’'s capacity to
appropriate, internalize, and creatively
transform those products. The tragedy of
culture emerges when objective cultural
formations expand more rapidly than the
subject’s ability to assimilate them, producing
alienation, reification, depersonalization, and a
growing asymmetry between human creativity
and the structures generated by that creativity
(8, 20). This tension becomes especially
visible in the metropolis, where increased
calculation,

stimulation, monetary

specialization, speed, and impersonal
association reshape the individual’s mental life

and contribute to forms of emotional reserve,
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indifference, distance, and overstimulation
(16). On this basis, the present study
operationalizes four analytical dimensions:
‘number,” referring to the structural
transformation of relations as interactions
move from dyadic intimacy toward larger,
more impersonal collectivities; “environment,”
referring to space, distance, boundaries,
metropolitan morphology, and the social type
of the stranger; “time,” referring to rhythm,
acceleration, continuity, discontinuity,
memory, and historical transformation; and
“‘dualism,” referring to the simultaneous
presence of opposed yet interdependent
tendencies such as proximity/distance,
lovelviolence, freedom/domination, life/death,
and hope/despair. These dimensions permit a
formal sociological reading of Moshiri’s poetic
representations of modern life  while
preserving the specifically aesthetic nature of
the literary text.

Methodologically, the research adopts a
gualitative,  descriptive-analytical  design
based on documentary analysis and purposive
sampling from Moshiri’s collected poems. The
corpus was examined with attention to poetic
passages in which social interaction, urban
space, human alienation, technological
domination, ecological destruction, memory,
death, war, intimacy, nature, and collective life
were especially prominent. The selected
poetic evidence was coded according to the
four-dimensional Simmelian matrix of number,
environment, time, and dualism, and the

resulting patterns were interpreted in relation

to the broader opposition between objective
and subjective culture. Moshiri’s collected
poetry constituted the principal literary source
(18), while theoretical interpretation was
guided by Simmelian formulations concerning
individuality, social forms, metropolitan mental
life, monetary culture, distance, and cultural
objectification (16, 17, 20). The analytical
procedure did not treat the poems as simple
documentary reflections of society; rather,
poetic images, metaphors, spatial
configurations, temporal contrasts, and
oppositional structures were regarded as
formal devices through which social
experience is aesthetically organized. Thus,
recurring images such as jets, iron, smoke,
concrete walls, the metropolis, the isolated
neighbor, the street, the alley, the tree, birds,
dawn, childhood, memory, death, and war
were interpreted not merely as symbols but as
manifestations of changing relational forms.
Particular attention was paid to contrasts
between intimate and anonymous relations,
organic and mechanical environments, cyclical
and accelerated temporalities, and life-
affirming and destructive forces. The study
also considered the comparative resonance
between Moshiri’s poetic emphasis on nature,
unity, and affective restoration and broader
Romantic conceptions of organic wholeness,
while keeping the primary analytical focus on
Simmel’s sociology of modernity and the
formal configuration of social interaction.

The findings indicate that the dimension of

number is one of the clearest mechanisms
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through which Moshiri represents the erosion
of subjective culture. In many poems, dyadic
relations—between the poet and a beloved,
friend, mother, neighbor, tree, bird, or ethical
addressee—are associated with intimacy,
trust, sympathy, reciprocity, and meaningful
presence. These relations approximate the
Simmelian dyad, whose intensity derives from
direct mutual involvement and whose fragility
results from its dependence on the continued
participation of both parties (15, 17). By
contrast, large collectivities often appear in
Moshiri’'s poetry as anonymous, noisy,
fragmented, instrumental, or  morally
indifferent. The crowd, the city, institutional
structures, technological systems, and the
abstract machinery of war diminish personal
responsibility and weaken the affective density
of interaction. This contrast is particularly
visible in poems where the speaker possesses
extensive information about distant planets,
extinct species, global events, or technological
realities while remaining unaware that a
nearby neighbor has died alone. Such
configurations dramatize the paradox of
modern connectivity: increased access to
information and larger social networks does
not necessarily produce deeper social
participation. Rather, the expansion of
objective culture may coexist with the
contraction of immediate ethical relations.
Moshiri’'s recurrent emphasis on loneliness,
abandoned neighbors, lost friendship, and
broken intimacy therefore reflects not only

individual melancholy but a structural

movement from direct and emotionally
saturated interaction toward impersonal,
differentiated, and weakly integrated social
relations. This pattern corresponds to
Simmel's account of increasing social
differentiation, in which the growth of individual
autonomy and the multiplication of social
circles may simultaneously intensify distance,
anonymity, and the fragility of communal
attachment (4, 8). Moshiri’'s poetic world
repeatedly stages this contradiction, turning
the loss of the intimate “other” into a central
sign of the tragedy of culture.

The dimensions of environment, time, and
dualism further deepen this interpretation. In
terms of environment, Moshiri’s city is rarely a
neutral physical setting; it is an active social
form marked by smoke, iron, concrete, traffic,
noise, pollution, walls, war machinery, and
psychological distance. These spatial

formations  reproduce the  Simmelian
metropolis as a domain in which physical
proximity may coexist with profound social
estrangement (2, 16). The “stranger” emerges
not only as an outsider but as a figure of
simultaneous nearness and distance,
exemplified by neighbors who inhabit adjacent
spaces yet remain socially invisible. Nature, by
contrast, often functions as the residual
domain of subjective culture, intimacy, organic
rhythm, and meaningful reciprocity. Trees,
birds, rain, dawn, flowers, and wind are
repeatedly opposed to jets, furnaces, smoke,
iron, weapons, and urban enclosure. In

temporal terms, Moshiri contrasts qualitative
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and inward time—childhood, memory, dawn,
seasonal renewal, expectation, love—with the
accelerated, repetitive, and mechanically
regulated temporality of modern life. News
cycles, war, industrial production,
technological speed, and historical rupture
create a discontinuous temporality in which the
individual struggles to preserve continuity of
identity and emotional meaning. Finally,

dualism functions as the most pervasive

structural principle in the  poems:
peacel/violence, nature/city, life/death,
love/alienation, hope/despair,
intimacy/indifference, subjective/objective

culture, and organic/mechanical existence
constantly confront one another. Yet these
oppositions are not merely rhetorical binaries;
in Simmelian terms, they constitute dynamic
relational tensions through which social life
acquires form (14, 17). Even conflict is socially
productive insofar as it reveals the conditions
of relation. Moshiri's poetry repeatedly
transforms these oppositions into a
“chiaroscuro” structure in  which hope
becomes intelligible against despair, affection
against violence, and nature against
technological domination. His poetic return to
childhood, memory, nature, and love therefore
functions as an aesthetic attempt to restore
subjective culture within a social world
increasingly  organized by impersonal
systems.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
Fereydoun Moshiri’'s poetry can be read as a

sustained aesthetic representation of the

tragedy of culture and the transformation of
social interaction under conditions of
modernity. The four dimensions of number,
environment, time, and dualism reveal a
coherent structural pattern across his poetic
world. In the dimension of number, the
movement from intimate dyadic relations
toward anonymous collectivities is associated
with increasing isolation and weakening
emotional commitment. In the dimension of
environment, the modern metropolis produces
physical and psychological boundaries,
transforms neighbors into strangers, and
distances human beings from the organic
continuity of nature. In the dimension of time,
accelerated, mechanical, and fragmented
temporality challenges the continuity of
memory, affection, and inner experience. In
the dimension of dualism, the poetry is
organized around recurrent tensions between
peace and violence, emotion and technology,
life and death, hope and despair, nature and
industry, and subjective and objective culture.
These formal oppositions indicate that
Moshiri’s social Romanticism is not merely
nostalgic or sentimental; rather, it constitutes a
critical aesthetic response to the structural
contradictions of modernity. His poetry seeks
to preserve and reconstruct forms of
subjective culture through love, memory,
compassion, nature, dialogue, and ethical
solidarity. Accordingly, Moshiri’s poetic project
may be understood as an attempt to resist the
domination of mechanical, technological, and

impersonal structures by restoring the
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affective and relational dimensions of human
existence. The application of Simmel’s formal
sociology therefore provides a productive
framework for understanding how modern
Persian poetry transforms social processes
into aesthetic forms and how literary language
can register, criticize, and symbolically resist
the alienating consequences of modern

cultural development.
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