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Abstract

Poetry is a distinguished art form that has long been closely connected with nature, and poets are artists who have continually
drawn upon natural resources and, in accordance with prevailing norms and the characteristics of their own worlds, have
benefited from nature’s diverse capacities. Moreover, the language through which nature and its elements are represented in
poetry possesses particular features, some of which constitute the subject matter of ecocriticism. Ecocriticism examines the
relationship between nature and culture, as well as the cultural constructions manifested in language and literature. This
qualitative study is fundamental in terms of purpose and was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method based on a
close reading of the works of Ahmad Reza Ahmadi. For the purposes of analysis and interpretation, authoritative books in
the field, electronic libraries, websites, articles, and theses related to the subject were consulted, along with the views of
scholars in Persian language and literature. The data and samples were extracted through systematic note-taking from the
texts of Ahmadi’s poems and stories and were subsequently analyzed on the basis of the role of nature within an ecocritical
framework. The findings of this study demonstrate that attention to nature and the environment, as well as the influence of
ecological context on contemporary Persian literature, is clearly evident in Ahmadi’s poetry. The results further indicate that
ecologically oriented themes, such as respect for natural elements, promotion of kindness toward animals, preservation of
natural beauty, and the transmission of environmental responsibility to future generations, occupy a central position in
Ahmadi’s works. In his writings, nature serves as a refuge for tranquility, a teacher of wisdom, and a companion in the
pursuit of liberation and hope. Ahmadi employs natural symbols and elements sometimes in their literal sense and at other
times figuratively and metaphorically; nevertheless, throughout his works, he effectively and indirectly encourages readers
to respect and protect the environment through the use of literary devices such as allegory, metaphor, imagery, deviation
from linguistic norms, ambiguity, defamiliarization, and other stylistic techniques.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The relationship between literature and the

natural environment has constituted a

persistent and influential dimension of Persian
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literary tradition, and representations of nature
have historically served aesthetic, symbolic,

philosophical, ethical, and cultural functions in
Persian poetry and prose. From classical
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poetic descriptions of gardens, seasons,
mountains, rivers, plants, and celestial
phenomena to contemporary literary
engagements with environmental degradation
and ecological anxiety, nature has remained
deeply embedded in the Iranian literary
imagination. In  contemporary  Persian
literature, however, the function of nature has
undergone significant transformation: rather
than serving merely as a decorative
background or conventional repository of
poetic imagery, natural elements increasingly
participate in the construction of social,
psychological, ethical, and environmental
Ecocriticism

meanings. provides an

appropriate  theoretical  framework  for
examining this transformation because it
investigates the complex relationships
between literature, culture, human beings, and
the physical environment and considers the
ways in which literary discourse shapes
environmental attitudes and reflects ecological
concerns (6, 27). Ecocritical approaches also
emphasize that literature may contribute to
environmental awareness by challenging
anthropocentric assumptions, foregrounding
the agency and intrinsic value of nhonhuman
nature, and reconsidering the ethical
dimensions of human interactions with
ecosystems (26, 28). Persian literature
possesses significant potential for such
environmental

analysis because

consciousness, reverence for  natural
elements, and symbolic representations of

water, plants, animals, and celestial bodies

have deep cultural and literary roots in Iranian
civilization (3, 8). Contemporary studies
similarly demonstrate that nature remains a
substantial component of Persian poetic
imagination and that environmental and
geographical conditions can influence literary
representation, poetic language, and cultural
identity (1, 9). Against this theoretical and
historical background, the present study
examines the reflection of nature and the
environment in the works of Ahmad Reza
Ahmadi, one of the prominent figures
associated with the New Wave of
contemporary Persian poetry, with particular
emphasis on the environmental, symbolic,
ethical, and aesthetic functions assigned to
natural phenomena in his poetry and stories.

Ahmad Reza Ahmadi’s literary position makes
his works particularly suitable for an ecocritical
investigation because his poetry and children’s
narratives combine innovative language,
surreal imagery, ambiguity, fantasy,
symbolism, and unconventional relationships
among objects, human beings, and natural
phenomena. Ahmadi’s literary language
frequently destabilizes ordinary distinctions
between the human and nonhuman worlds:
flowers, birds, trees, rain, snow, the sea, the
moon, sunlight, clouds, gardens, and seasons
do not remain passive elements of setting but
interact with human emotions, memory,
loneliness, hope, loss, identity, and liberation.
Research on Ahmadi’s poetry has emphasized
the importance of lived experience and

sensory perception in his literary construction
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of nature, suggesting that natural images are

frequently  manifestations of  personal
experience rather than merely ornamental
poetic conventions (11). His work is also
characterized by ambiguity and semantic
openness, which provide readers with multiple
interpretive possibilities and contribute to the
distinctive aesthetic structure of his poetry
(40). These characteristics are especially
relevant from an ecocritical perspective
because they allow natural phenomena to
acquire independent symbolic and emotional
functions. More broadly, studies of
contemporary Persian poetry indicate that
ecological context, locality, and geographical
experience contribute to poetic identity and
environmental representation (13, 25). In
Ahmadi’s works, this relationship is intensified
through an imaginative mode in which nature
may become a companion, teacher, refuge,
source of memory, or even an active agent
capable of transforming human experience.
His use of metaphor and symbolic imagery
also establishes correspondences between
environmental phenomena and psychological
states, a pattern consistent with analyses of
symbolic natural elements in Persian literature
(10, 20). Therefore, this study addresses two
principal questions: to what extent are nature
and ecological concerns reflected in Ahmadi’s
literary works, and what specific environmental
concerns and ecologically oriented values can
be identified in his poetry and stories? By
addressing these questions, the research

seeks to clarify the position of Ahmadi’'s works

within contemporary Persian environmental
literature and to demonstrate how literary
innovation can intersect with ecological
awareness.

This qualitative study was fundamental in
purpose and employed a descriptive-analytical
method based on textual and library research.
The primary corpus consisted of selected
poems and stories by Ahmad Reza Ahmadi,
including works published across several
decades of his literary career, with particular
attention to texts in which natural elements,
environmental settings, animals, plants,
seasons, celestial phenomena, and
relationships between human beings and their
surroundings were especially prominent.
Ahmadi’s own published poetry and children’s
literature constituted the principal textual
materials for analysis (34, 35, 38, 39, 41-47,
49). Data were extracted through systematic
note-taking and close reading and were
subsequently categorized according to
recurrent environmental motifs, symbolic
functions, ethical implications, and the role of
setting within the narratives. The analytical
framework drew on ecocritical theory,
particularly the conception of ecocriticism as
the study of relationships between literature
and the physical environment and the
examination of how cultural texts represent
human interaction with nature (6, 23). The
study also considered the importance of
setting as a constitutive narrative element
rather than merely a descriptive background,

because in ecocritical interpretation the
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environment frequently influences

characterization, narrative  development,
symbolic meaning, and the ideological
organization of literary texts (29, 30).
Secondary materials included scholarly books,
articles, theses, electronic  academic
resources, and previous studies related to
nature, environmental criticism, Persian
Ahmadi’'s

symbolism, and contemporary ecological

literature, poetics, fantasy,
writing. Particular attention was paid to
preserving the distinction between literal
representations of natural phenomena and
metaphorical or symbolic uses of nature, since
Ahmadi frequently moves between realistic
environmental description and surreal or
figurative transformation of natural objects.

The findings concerning Ahmadi’'s poetry
indicate that nature constitutes one of the
central semantic and imaginative resources
through which he articulates emotional,
existential, and social experiences. His natural
imagery is rarely limited to objective
description; rather, it is repeatedly transformed
into a medium for representing memory,
loneliness, longing, confinement, hope,
renewal, and the search for freedom. Images
such as flowers, trees, sunlight, snow, rain,
clouds, gardens, the sea, birds, and seasons
become carriers of psychological and ethical
meaning. This tendency is consistent with
studies emphasizing that contemporary poets
employ nature not only for aesthetic
representation but also as an expressive

structure through which environmental and

human realities are interconnected (18, 19).
Ahmadi’s poetic language further intensifies
this relationship

through ambiguity,

defamiliarization, semantic deviation,
juxtaposition, metaphor, and surreal imagery.
In many poems, environmental elements
participate directly in the formation of meaning:
sunlight may signify awakening, a cage may
represent limitation while simultaneously
evoking the absent freedom of birds, seasons
may represent cyclical transformation, and
flowers may function as manifestations of
vitality, love, fragility, or spiritual renewal. His
imagery thus resonates with the symbolic role
of natural phenomena identified in studies of
Persian literary tradition (10). The contrastive
structure of Ahmadi’'s poetry—particularly
oppositions such as light/darkness,
presence/absence, departure/return,
freedom/confinement, and life/death—also
facilitates the ecological function of natural
imagery by presenting the environment as
dynamically involved in human experience
(37). At the same time, the sensory qualities of
his poetry, including references to cold,
humidity, snow, trees, streets, flowers, and
seasonal transformation, reinforce the
significance of lived environmental experience
(11). Consequently, the natural world in
Ahmadi’'s poetry functions simultaneously as
aesthetic material, emotional landscape,
symbolic language, and an indirect medium for
encouraging attentiveness to environmental

existence.



1F+0 Jbo (o olad i slgz 0398 ((w il Ol 9 b dad 4 i

The analysis of Ahmadi’s stories, particularly
his works for children, revealed an even more
explicit ethical and educational dimension in
his representation of the environment. Nature
in these narratives frequently operates as an
active participant in the story rather than an
inert setting. Animals require protection, birds
seek shelter, flowers and trees participate in
processes of emotional healing, the sea and
celestial bodies guide or rescue characters,
and seasonal change provides children with
opportunities to observe and understand the
rhythms of the natural world. This narrative
orientation closely corresponds to ecocritical
conceptions that challenge the assumption
that nature exists solely for human use and
instead emphasize ethical relationships
between human and nonhuman beings (7, 26).
The recurring motif of kindness toward animals
is particularly significant. In several narratives,
adult figures model environmental
responsibility by feeding birds and fish,
protecting vulnerable animals, and teaching
children to observe flowers, trees, the sky, and
other living elements of their surroundings.
Such representations transform environmental
ethics into an accessible form of literary
education. Ahmadi’s children’s stories also
frequently employ fantasy and metaphor to
make environmental relationships emotionally
compelling.  Previous  scholarship  has
identified fantasy as an important component
of his children’s literature, where imaginative
transformation, defamiliarization, and

symbolic construction create openness to

alternative conceptions of reality (48, 52). In
stories involving the sea, paper boats, plants,
wind, rain, fruits, and seasonal transformation,
natural elements become symbols of
generosity, movement, fertility, renewal, hope,
endurance, and companionship. The use of
vegetal and chromatic symbolism similarly
connects environmental phenomena to
culturally embedded symbolic meanings (50,
51). These findings suggest that Ahmadi’s
ecological imagination is particularly effective
because environmental responsibility is not
communicated through direct didactic
statements; instead, it emerges through
narrative situations, emotional identification,
symbolic imagery, and relationships between
children and the natural world. His works
therefore combine environmental ethics with
literary pleasure and encourage readers to
recognize nature as a living, meaningful, and
morally significant dimension of existence.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
nature and the environment occupy a central
and multidimensional position in Ahmad Reza
Ahmadi’'s poetry and stories. Nature in his
works is simultaneously a source of imagery,
an emotional and psychological landscape, a
symbolic system, an ethical presence, an
educational medium, and an active participant
in narrative development. His literary
treatment of the natural world moves beyond
conventional descriptive nature poetry and
establishes a dynamic relationship between
human experience and ecological existence.

In his poetry, natural elements frequently
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express states of loneliness, memory, hope,
confinement, renewal, and liberation, while in
his children’s stories they acquire ethical and
pedagogical functions that encourage
kindness toward animals, protection of living
beings, appreciation of natural beauty, and
responsibility toward the environment. Ahmadi
repeatedly constructs situations in which
human well-being depends on renewed
contact with nature, while separation from the
natural world produces loneliness,
disorientation, or emotional impoverishment.
His imaginative use of metaphor, allegory,
fantasy, ambiguity, defamiliarization,
symbolism, and surreal imagery allows
ecological meanings to emerge indirectly and
aesthetically rather than through explicit
instruction. The findings therefore indicate that
Ahmadi's works can be understood as an
important  manifestation of ecologically
oriented contemporary Persian literature. His
literary world presents nature as a refuge for
tranquility, a source of wisdom, a companion
in moments of suffering, and a pathway toward
hope and liberation. Most importantly, his
works suggest an understanding of human
identity that is inseparable from the natural
world and emphasize that meaningful
coexistence with nature requires respect, care,
empathy, and environmental responsibility.
From this perspective, Ahmadi’'s poetry and
children’s narratives contribute to the
development of ecological awareness by
transforming environmental values into

memorable literary experiences and by inviting

readers, particularly younger audiences, to
perceive the relationship between humanity
and nature as one of interdependence rather

than domination.
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