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Abstract

The present study aimed to explain and analyze the intertextual relationships between the fundamental components of
religion and literature in Persian-language textbooks used in the second cycle of secondary education. This article is based
on the premise that religious and literary texts should not be regarded as two entirely separate domains; rather, because of
their shared linguistic, symbolic, and meaning-making functions, they have consistently interacted with and influenced one
another. Accordingly, the relationship between religion and literature in Persian textbooks for the second cycle of secondary
education was analyzed with particular emphasis on doctrinal components. The study employed a descriptive-analytical
research method, based on the assumption that every literary work is, in some way, connected to and indebted to sacred and
religious texts. The data-collection instrument was developed according to standardized content-analysis components.
Following a review of the theoretical foundations, the instrument was organized around three principal categories: the
principles of religion, the subsidiary duties of religion, and ethics. Based on the importance coefficient index, attention to
religious components and their relationship with literature was found to be uneven. In Grade 10, the greatest emphasis was
placed on the principles of religion, while the subsidiary duties of religion received the least attention. In Grades 11 and 12,
the principles of religion similarly received the greatest attention, whereas ethics received the least. Within the category of
the principles of religion, monotheism received the greatest emphasis in Grades 10 and 12, while prophethood was mentioned
most frequently in Grade 11. In the Grade 10 Persian textbook, the greatest emphasis was placed on enjoining what is right;
in Grade 11, on jihad; and in Grade 12, on forbidding what is wrong. Within the ethical category, the greatest emphasis was
placed on honesty in Grade 10, integrity in Grade 11, and courage in Grade 12.

Keywords: literature, religious beliefs, relationships, textbook, Persian language.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Religion and literature have historically

developed through a close and
multidimensional relationship grounded in their
shared use of language, symbolism, narrative,
imagination, and meaning-making. Literary
texts frequently draw upon sacred narratives,
religious concepts, ethical teachings, and
doctrinal beliefs, while religious discourse
often employs literary devices to communicate
abstract truths and shape individual and
collective consciousness. Within educational
systems, this relationship becomes particularly
significant because textbooks function not
merely as instructional resources but also as
cultural instruments through which values,
identities, beliefs, and patterns of conduct are
transmitted to younger generations. In the
Iranian educational system, Persian-language
and literature textbooks occupy a central
position  because they simultaneously
preserve the literary and cultural heritage of
the country and provide an important medium

for communicating religious, moral, national,
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and social values. Religious education is
considered one of the fundamental aims of
formal schooling, and the curriculum is
expected to contribute to the development of
students’ monotheistic disposition, religious
identity, moral responsibility, and commitment
to Islamic teachings. Previous research has
demonstrated that textbooks play a decisive
role in representing religious identity and
doctrinal concepts, although the distribution of
these components is not always balanced
across educational levels or subject areas.
Studies examining Persian textbooks have
reported that national identity is sometimes
emphasized more strongly than religious
identity, while investigations of religious
education in other textbooks have identified
variations in the representation of doctrinal,
ritual, and ethical themes (7, 8, 19). Research
has also emphasized that religious education
should integrate cognition, orientation, and
practice and should address doctrinal
principles, religious duties, ethical behavior,

and exemplary religious personalities in an

NY.N
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interconnected manner (9, 20). Against this
background, the present study examined the
relationship between literature and religious
beliefs through a content analysis of Persian
textbooks used in the second cycle of
secondary education, with particular attention
to three major domains: the principles of
religion, the subsidiary duties of religion, and
ethics.

The primary objective of the study was to
determine the extent to which religious beliefs
are represented in the Persian textbooks of
Grades 10, 11, and 12 and to assess whether
attention to these beliefs is proportionately
distributed across the three principal domains.
The principles of religion were operationalized
through the concepts of monotheism, divine
justice, prophethood, imamate, and
resurrection. The subsidiary duties of religion
included prayer, fasting, khums, zakat,
pilgrimage, jihad, enjoining what is right,
forbidding what is wrong, devotion to the
friends of God, and dissociation from the
enemies of God. The ethical domain included
integrity, trustworthiness, courage, honesty
and truthfulness, loyalty, fulfilment of
promises, respect for parents and elders,
humility, benevolence, and charitable conduct.
These categories were selected because they
constitute central components of Islamic
religious  education and provide a
comprehensive framework for examining the
doctrinal, ritual, and moral dimensions
embedded in literary content. Earlier content-

analytic studies have shown that religious

themes in school textbooks are often
represented through values, symbols, beliefs,
religious figures, Quranic verses, traditions,
and moral narratives, although the frequency
and depth of representation differ considerably
(10, 17). Other studies have indicated that the
principles of religion, particularly monotheism,
tend to receive more attention than other
dimensions, while certain subsidiary duties
and ethical concepts remain underrepresented
(4, 13, 16). The study was therefore guided by
three research questions concerning the
degree of attention paid to the principles of
religion, the subsidiary duties of religion, and
ethical components in upper-secondary
Persian textbooks. By investigating these
dimensions within literary lessons, poems,
prose selections, reading passages, wisdom
texts, activities, and illustrations, the research
sought to clarify how the formal literature
curriculum contributes to religious education
and whether its treatment of religious beliefs
reflects a coherent and balanced educational
approach.

The study employed an applied, descriptive-
analytical design based on quantitative
content analysis. The statistical population
consisted of the Persian textbooks for Grades
10, 11, and 12, which are shared by students
across the different  upper-secondary
academic streams. The Grade 10 textbook
contained eight chapters and 150 pages, the
Grade 11 textbook contained eight chapters
and 154 pages, and the Grade 12 textbook
contained eight chapters and 164 pages. The
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units of analysis included poems, prose
passages, mixed poetic-prose selections,
textbook activities, text-analysis workshops,
wisdom sections, recitation passages, poetry-
reading sections, and relevant visual
materials. A structured checklist was
developed after reviewing the theoretical
foundations of religious education and the
major doctrinal, ritual, and ethical components
represented in relevant educational
documents and scholarly sources. The validity
of the instrument was established through
expert review by five specialists in Persian
literature and Islamic studies, whose
recommendations were incorporated into the
final version of the checklist. Reliability was
examined through reanalysis: selected
lessons from each grade were independently
coded by the principal researcher and another
specialist, and the correlation between the two
sets of coding results was calculated.
Shannon entropy was used to determine the
importance coefficient of each religious
category and subcategory. This method made
it possible to evaluate not only the frequency
with which religious concepts appeared but
also their relative informational weight within
the textbook content. The methodological
approach was consistent with previous studies
that have used content analysis to investigate
Mahdism,

doctrinal principles, ethical concepts, and

identity, religious teachings,
national curriculum elements in Iranian
textbooks (11, 12, 14, 18). Through this

procedure, the study produced a systematic

account of how religious concepts were
distributed across the three textbooks and
identified areas of concentration, neglect, and
imbalance.

The findings demonstrated that the
representation of religious beliefs in the three
Persian textbooks was uneven. In the Grade
10 curriculum, the highest importance
coefficient was associated with the principles
of religion, at 0.5449, while the subsidiary
duties of religion received the Ilowest
coefficient, at 0.1882. In Grade 11, the
principles of religion again received the
greatest emphasis, with a coefficient of
0.5183, whereas ethics received the lowest
coefficient, at 0.1698. In Grade 12, the
imbalance became even more pronounced:
the principles of religion obtained an
importance coefficient of 0.7052, while ethics
received only 0.1186. Across all three grades,
the principles of religion were therefore the
dominant domain. Within this category,
monotheism was the most strongly
represented concept in Grades 10 and 12,
while prophethood received the greatest
attention in Grade 11. The analysis of the
subsidiary duties of religion showed that
enjoining what is right received the greatest
emphasis in Grade 10, jihad was most
prominent in Grade 11, and forbidding what is
wrong was the most strongly represented
component in Grade 12. However, several
duties, including fasting, khums, zakat,
pilgrimage, devotion, and dissociation, were

either minimally represented or absent from
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some textbooks. Ethical concepts were also
distributed inconsistently. Honesty received
the greatest emphasis in Grade 10, integrity
was most prominent in Grade 11, and courage
was the principal ethical concept represented
in Grade 12. Certain moral qualities, such as
trustworthiness, respect for elders, humility,
loyalty, and benevolence, appeared in
selected literary texts, but they were not
systematically or proportionately included
throughout the curriculum. These findings are
broadly consistent with earlier research
showing that textbook content often favors
specific religious concepts while neglecting
others and that the principles of religion
generally receive more attention than ritual
and moral dimensions (4, 13, 16). They also
correspond with studies suggesting that the
representation of religious identity in Persian
textbooks is weaker and less balanced than
the representation of national and cultural
identity (7, 8).

The predominance of doctrinal principles over
religious duties and ethics may be explained
by the literary and cultural orientation of
Persian textbooks, which frequently
incorporate poetic and prose texts centered on
divine unity, creation, prophecy, resurrection,
martyrdom, sacrifice, and spiritual reflection.
Classical Persian literature contains extensive
references to God, prophetic narratives,
Quranic themes, mystical concepts, and
eschatological ideas, making doctrinal themes
readily available for inclusion in educational

materials. Nevertheless, the strong emphasis

on monotheism and other principles of religion

does not necessarily guarantee a
comprehensive form of religious education.
Religious development requires the integration
of belief, practice, moral conduct, reflection,
and social responsibility. A curriculum that
emphasizes doctrinal knowledge while giving
limited attention to ethical action and practical
religious obligations may provide students with
a fragmented understanding of religion. This
concern is especially important because the
national curriculum emphasizes the
interconnected elements of reasoning, faith,
knowledge, action, and ethics, rather than
treating them as separate educational
objectives (11). Furthermore,
phenomenological research on religious
education has highlighted the importance of
teachers” competencies in integrating
doctrinal, ritual, and moral education and in
transforming textbook content into meaningful
learning experiences (20). The imbalance
identified in the present study may also reduce
the capacity of Persian literature textbooks to
function as effective instruments for character
formation. Although literary texts provide a rich
context for cultivating empathy, courage,
honesty, humility, justice, responsibility, and
commitment, these values appear unevenly
and are not always organized within a
coherent developmental progression.
Previous research has similarly reported that
religious education in textbooks may be
selective, repetitive, or insufficiently connected

to students’ lived experiences (9, 19). The
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findings therefore suggest that the literary
curriculum would benefit from a more
deliberate and systematic alignment between
selected texts, religious education goals,
developmental needs, and the balanced
representation of belief, practice, and ethics.

In conclusion, the study showed that Persian
textbooks for the second cycle of secondary
education contain  numerous religious
references and establish a meaningful
relationship between literature and religious
beliefs, but the distribution of these beliefs is
not balanced across grades or conceptual
domains. The principles of religion receive
substantially greater attention than the
subsidiary duties of religion and ethics, and
monotheism is the most frequently
emphasized doctrinal concept. The treatment
of religious duties is selective, with some
components receiving considerable emphasis
and others receiving little or no attention.
Ethical education is particularly limited in
Grade 12, where courage is the principal moral
qguality represented, while several other
essential virtues remain largely absent. The
findings indicate that the inclusion of religious
concepts in literary textbooks has not been
guided by a clearly defined standard
concerning the expected  proportion,
sequence, or educational depth of doctrinal,
ritual, and ethical content. It is therefore
necessary for curriculum planners, textbook
authors, literary specialists, and religious
education experts to develop a more coherent

framework for integrating religious beliefs into

Persian textbooks. Such a framework should
preserve the literary quality and aesthetic
integrity of the selected texts while ensuring

that students encounter a more

comprehensive range of religious principles,
practices, and moral values. Future textbook

revisions  should also consider the

developmental characteristics of students in
each grade and establish continuity across the
three years of upper-secondary education. A
balanced integration of religious beliefs into
literary education can strengthen students’
interpretive abilities, moral sensitivity, cultural
identity, spiritual awareness, and capacity to
connect literary experience with responsible

personal and social conduct.
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