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Abstract

Resistance literature has consistently served as a medium for representing collective identity and strengthening the spirit of
resilience against domination. The poetry of Nader Qasim Muhammad Qawasmeh, a prominent poet of the resistance
movement, constitutes a notable example of committed poetry because of its emphasis on such components as identity,
myth, and homeland. Drawing on Charles Sanders Peirce’s triadic semiotic model, the present study seeks to identify,
classify, and systematically analyze the signs employed in Qawasmeh’s resistance poetry and to explain the process through
which meaning is produced. It specifically addresses the following question: Under which of the three categories of Peirce’s
theory can the signs appearing in these poems be classified, and what functions do they perform in reproducing the discourse
of resistance? The study employs a descriptive-analytical method informed by Peircean semiotics. All poems associated
with the principal components of resistance were examined through complete enumeration, and their signs were analyzed
according to Peirce’s triadic classification. The findings demonstrate that symbolic signs occur with greater frequency and
play a central role in representing the abstract concepts of resistance. Through symbols such as Jerusalem, Palestine, and
martyrdom, the poet legitimizes the ideals of resistance. Indexical signs, by referring to specific historical events such as
occupation and displacement, evoke a sense of spatial and temporal belonging, while iconic signs, through the recreation of
concrete images such as blood and destruction, facilitate the audience’s emotional identification with the represented
experiences. Overall, Peirce’s theory, with its emphasis on the role of the interpretant and the situational context, provides
an effective framework for analyzing committed poetry. Qawasmeh’s poems employ a complex network of signs that interact
to construct a dynamic and multilayered discourse in defense of identity and homeland. Furthermore, the collection Kana
‘Aliyan wa-Yabqa offers a rich example of the conscious and unconscious use of the three categories of signs to convey the
concepts of resistance, love, homeland, faith, and immortality.

Keywords: semiotics, Charles Sanders Peirce, Kana ‘Aliyan wa-Yabga, Nader Qasim Muhammad Qawasmeh, resistance
poetry, resistance codes.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Resistance literature constitutes one of the

most influential discursive formations in
societies confronted with colonial domination,
military occupation, political oppression,
displacement, and structural injustice. Its
function extends beyond aesthetic expression
because it participates in the representation of
collective identity, the preservation of historical
memory, the articulation of communal
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suffering, and the reinforcement of resistance
against hegemonic power. Within this literary
tradition, poetry frequently transforms abstract
concepts such as homeland, martyrdom, exile,
hope, sacrifice, and liberation into emotionally
compelling signs through which readers
reinterpret their historical and social realities.
The poetry of Nader Qasim Muhammad

Qawasmeh, also known by the literary name
Nader Hoda, provides a significant example of
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this committed poetic practice. His poems
reflect his personal experiences, social
environment, emotional conflicts, political
concerns, and attachment to homeland, while
simultaneously transcending individual
experience to express the collective anxieties
and aspirations of Arab societies affected by
occupation, fragmentation, and political
instability. His collection Kana ‘Aliyan wa-
Yabqa is especially notable for its extensive
use of symbolic language, historical allusion,
references,

geographical religious

intertextuality, —and  sensory  imagery.
Qawasmeh’s poetry is generally composed in
the form of the prose poem, and its narrative
structure, irregular  rhythm, linguistic
displacement, use of foregrounding, and
reliance on recurring symbols create a
multilayered semantic texture. His poetic
persona “Hoda” functions as both a mask and
a symbol through which he represents truth,
goodness, beauty, spiritual elevation, and the
poet’s inner self (1). The collection therefore
offers a rich field for semiotic investigation
because its resistance discourse is not
communicated exclusively through explicit
political statements but through a complex
network of signs that acquire meaning through
cultural conventions, historical associations,
textual relationships, and the interpretive
participation of readers (6, 17).

The central problem of the present study
concerns the manner in which the signs
employed in Qawasmeh’s resistance poetry

can be identified, classified, and interpreted

according to Charles Sanders Peirce’s triadic
semiotic model. More specifically, the study
addresses how symbolic, indexical, and iconic
signs interact to reproduce the discourse of
resistance and contribute to the formation of
the audience’s collective identity. Previous
studies of Arab resistance literature have often
concentrated on thematic criticism,
sociological interpretation, stylistic analysis, or
critical discourse analysis, whereas systematic
Peircean investigations of Qawasmeh’s poetry
remain limited. This research gap is
particularly important because a purely
thematic reading can identify recurring
concepts such as homeland, occupation, exile,
hope, and betrayal but cannot fully explain the
mechanisms through which these concepts
become meaningful within the poem. Peircean
semiotics  provides a  methodological
framework for moving beyond descriptive
interpretation toward an analysis of semiosis,
or the process through which meaning is
continuously produced by the relationship
among the sign, its object, and its interpretant.
In this framework, meaning is not considered
a fixed property of a word or image but an
interpretive outcome shaped by textual
context, cultural knowledge, historical
circumstances, and the reader's active
engagement (9, 14). The principal objective of
the research is therefore to identify and
classify the signs used in the selected
resistance poems, explain their semantic and
ideological functions, and determine how they

transform abstract ideals into concrete,
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emotionally intelligible images. The study also
seeks to clarify how concepts such as land,
martyrdom, captivity, victory, enemy, myth,
displacement, betrayal, and national memory
are represented through different sign types
and how these signs operate together to
legitimize resistance, expose domination,
preserve identity, and sustain hope. By linking
a modern semiotic theory with an important
corpus of contemporary Arabic poetry, the
research additionally aims to provide an
operational analytical model that may be
applied to other works of committed and
resistance literature.

The theoretical foundation of the study is
based on Peirce’s conception of the sign as a
triadic relation involving the representamen,
the object, and the interpretant. The
representamen is the perceptible form through
which something is represented; the object is
the entity, event, quality, relationship, or
concept to which the sign refers; and the
interpretant is the meaning generated through
interpretation. Unlike dyadic models that focus
primarily on the relationship between signifier
and signified, Peirce’s theory emphasizes the
dynamic role of interpretation and allows
meaning to develop through an open-ended
process of semiosis (9, 14). On the basis of the
relation between the sign and its object, Peirce
distinguishes among icon, index, and symbol.
An iconic sign represents its object through
resemblance, similarity, imitation, or shared
sensory qualities; thus, poetic images of blood,

ruins, fire, darkness, wounds, walls, deserts,

and closed doors may function iconically by
enabling the reader to visualize or sensorially
imagine  violence, confinement, and
destruction (2, 5). An indexical sign is linked to
its object through an existential, causal,
physical, spatial, or temporal connection.
References to Baghdad’'s fall, occupation,
displacement, geographical locations, ruined
streets, contaminated seas, exhaustion,
bleeding, and the passing of time may
therefore function as indices of actual
historical and psychological conditions (4, 15).
A symbolic sign, by contrast, depends upon
convention, cultural memory, learned
association, law, or habitual interpretation.
Words such as homeland, martyrdom,
Jerusalem, Palestine, sword, horse, dawn,
darkness, myth, and betrayal acquire symbolic
force because communities have historically
associated them with identity, sacrifice,
struggle, glory, renewal, oppression, or
treason (3, 15). These categories are
analytically distinct but frequently overlap in
literary texts, where a single sign may
simultaneously resemble an object, point to a
historical reality, and evoke a culturally
established meaning.

The study employed a descriptive-analytical
method informed by Peircean semiotics. The
research corpus consisted of poems from
Kana ‘Aliyan wa-Yabqa that directly or
indirectly  represented  resistance-related
themes, including attachment to homeland,
violence,

foreign  domination,  political

destruction, displacement, memory, historical
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defeat, collective humiliation, hope, spiritual
endurance, and rejection of betrayal. The
relevant poems were examined through
complete enumeration, and the signs
appearing in them were identified,
categorized, and interpreted according to their
dominant iconic, indexical, or symbolic
functions. Particular attention was given to the
poems “‘Adhabat al-Kafr1,” “Li-Kafr Y(ba
Ughannt,”
‘Hadha alladhi Lam Ya'ud al-Waqt
Yahmiluhu,” “Ufuq Yatalasha,” and “As’ilat

Baghdad.” The analysis considered lexical

‘Awja’ Mu’abbada,” “Mazamir,”

selection, imagery, metaphor, repetition,
geographical references, historical allusions,
religious intertextuality, syntactic
arrangement, narrative progression, and the
visual distribution of poetic lines. The poet’s
recurrent references to Kafr Yuba, Baghdad,
homeland, childhood, roads, cities, seas,
horses, swords, fire, dawn, darkness, walls,
graves, wounds, and waiting were examined
not merely as isolated words but as elements
within  broader signifying networks. The
interpretation also considered the role of the
situational context and the audience’s cultural
knowledge because the meaning of signs such
as Musaylima the Liar, Abu Righal, divine
justice, the Qur’anic fire of Abraham, and the
lost sword depends on historical, religious, and
cultural codes shared by the poet and the
reader (1, 16, 17). This approach is consistent
with applied semiotic perspectives that regard
literary meaning as the outcome of interaction

among textual structures, cultural conventions,

intertextual references, and interpretive
practices (3, 11, 12).

The findings demonstrate that symbolic signs
occur more frequently than iconic and
indexical signs and perform a central role in
representing the abstract meanings of
resistance. In “’Adhabat al-Kafr1,” the poem
becomes a symbol of cultural refuge and
identity, drought symbolizes spiritual and
political devastation, the island represents
confinement, and the journey signifies the
continuation of struggle despite the absence of
an apparent exit. In “Li-Kafr Yaba Ughannt,”
Kafr Yuba functions as a symbolic homeland
associated with birth, inheritance, childhood,
wealth, memory, and existential belonging,
while heartbeat and dawn iconically convey
vitality and hope. The contradictory expression
‘laughing and weeping seconds” represents
the simultaneous joy of resistance and pain of
separation. In “Awja’ Mu’abbada,” the wall
functions symbolically and indexically as both
an abstract barrier to freedom and a concrete
sign  of political and  psychological
confinement, while the coffin signifies the
death of agency and the new dawn represents
anticipated renewal. In “Mazamir,” cities,
names, lights, horses, and swords symbolize
identity, historical glory, and lost heritage; their
sale becomes an index of defeat, submission,
and the disintegration of collective power. In
‘Hadha alladhi Lam Ya'ud

Yahmiluhu,” the illuminated city opposed to

al-Waqt

darkness symbolizes the lost ideal community

under domination, bullets and ruins index
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actual violence, and the shortened final lines
iconically reproduce exhaustion and the
collapse of endurance. In “Ufuq Yatalasha,”
the disappearing horizon and the bleeding of
madness index the gradual erosion of hope,
while waiting functions as an ambiguous sign
of both suspended action and strategic
perseverance. Finally, in “As’ilat Baghdad,”
Baghdad’'s fall operates as an index of
historical defeat, Musaylima symbolizes
deception and ideological falsification, Abu
Righal symbolizes internal betrayal, and the
great truths symbolize awakening and
resistance against manipulation (17). Across
these poems, iconic images make suffering
perceptible, indices connect the poetic
discourse to concrete historical realities, and
symbols transform those realities into
culturally enduring narratives of identity,
sacrifice, resistance, and hope.

In conclusion, the semiotic structure of
Qawasmeh’s resistance poetry is based on the
continuous interaction of symbolic, indexical,
and iconic signs rather than on the isolated
operation of any single category. Symbolic
signs provide the ideological and cultural
framework of the poems, indexical signs
connect poetic expression to specific
historical, = geographical, political, and
psychological realities, and iconic signs render
suffering, destruction, hope, and endurance
emotionally and sensorially accessible to the
reader. Through this interaction, the poet
transforms private memory into collective

history, geographical attachment into national

identity, political defeat into ethical resistance,
and individual pain into a shared discourse of
persistence. The collection Kana ‘Aliyan wa-
Yabga thus constructs a dynamic and
multilayered semiotic network in  which
homeland is simultaneously a place, a
memory, a moral value, and an existential
foundation. The poems do not merely describe
occupation and injustice; they actively
reinterpret them by revealing the exhaustion of
oppressive power, condemning intellectual
deception and internal betrayal, preserving
cultural memory, and sustaining the possibility
of future renewal. The audience is not
positioned as a passive recipient but as an
interpretive  participant who reconstructs
meaning through historical knowledge,
emotional identification, and cultural memory.
Peirce’s model consequently proves to be an
effective  methodological framework for
analysing committed poetry because it
explains how poetic language produces
ideological, emotional, and cultural meaning
through the interaction of signs, contexts, and
interpretants. Qawasmeh’s poetry ultimately
emerges as an instrument of collective
awakening that defends identity and homeland
while transforming resistance into an enduring

ethical, cultural, and imaginative practice.
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