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Abstract

Shathiyyat, as the most prominent manifestations of ecstatic mystical discourse, transcend the boundaries of conventional
language and constitute the most direct expressions of a mystic’s revelatory experiences. A review of the scholarly literature
concerning the shathiyyat of Bayazid Bastami reveals that most studies have focused on content-based interpretation, the
elucidation of mystical dimensions, or the theological acceptance or rejection of these statements. Comparatively little
attention has been devoted to examining the linguistic—semantic mechanisms and discursive systems that generate these
extraordinary forms of expression. This theoretical gap motivated the present study to employ a discursive semiotic—
semantic framework in order to revisit and analyze the process of meaning production within the shathiyyat of Bayazid. The
central research question concerns the discursive mechanisms and semiotic—semantic functions through which Bayazid’s
shathiyyat have generated their seemingly paradoxical yet profound semantic system. The study hypothesizes that shathiyyat
should not be understood as isolated and irrational utterances; rather, they operate within a dynamic discursive system
through processes such as suspension, intense opposition, and semiotic—semantic tension. Functioning as indexical and
manifestational signs, they facilitate a transition from conventional meanings toward the domain of the sacred. This study
adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology and focuses on textual examples drawn from the shathiyyat attributed to
Bayazid Bastami. The findings indicate that Bayazid, through a heterogenizing approach and by employing semiotic—
semantic processes of aesthetic formation and rupture from the conventional world, advanced mystical discourse to the
threshold of semiotic disintegration and established a unique event-based order in which language liberates itself from the
erosion of meaning. Ultimately, the study demonstrates that shath is more than a form of linguistic audacity; it constitutes
an epistemological mechanism for expressing the unknowable through the dismantling of the existing semiotic system.
Keywords: Signs, Farid ud-Din Attar, mythic—mystical symbols, mystical discourse.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Mystical discourse, particularly in the form of

shathiyyat or ecstatic utterances, constitutes
one of the most complex and challenging
domains for linguistic, semiotic, and semantic
analysis in Persian-Islamic mystical literature.
The shathiyyat attributed to Bayazid Bastami
occupy a privileged position within this
tradition because they reveal a mode of
expression in which ordinary language is
pushed beyond its conventional
communicative limits and transformed into a
field of paradox, semantic rupture, symbolic
intensification, and revelatory disclosure.
These utterances, which have often been
interpreted either as theological provocations,
expressions of mystical intoxication, or signs
of excessive spiritual audacity, require a more
precise analytical framework capable of
explaining how meaning is produced under
conditions of discursive instability and
symbolic excess. Previous studies on mystical
language and Sufi expression have generally
emphasized doctrinal, historical, or literary
aspects of such utterances, while less

attention has been paid to the dynamic
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mechanisms through which ecstatic speech
generates meaning as a discursive event.
Within this context, the present study seeks to
reread Bayazid’'s shathiyyat through the
framework of discursive semiotics-semantics,
a model that views meaning not as a fixed
correspondence  between  signifier and
signified, but as a fluid, tensive, embodied, and
event-based process emerging within
discourse. This approach makes it possible to
understand Bayazid’'s language not as a set of
irrational or isolated statements, but as a
coherent semiotic system in which rupture,
suspension, opposition, indexicality,
manifestation, and semantic pressure work
together to move discourse from conventional
signification toward the domain of the sacred
(7, 8, 10, 11).

The central problem of the study is grounded
in the observation that the shathiyyat of
Bayazid Bastami produce meanings that
appear paradoxical on the surface but possess
a profound inner coherence when examined
as manifestations of a dynamic discursive

order. The main research question is therefore
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as follows: through which discursive
mechanisms and semiotic-semantic functions
do Bayazid’s ecstatic utterances construct an
apparently paradoxical yet meaningful and
influential semantic system? The study
assumes that these utterances function
neither as arbitrary verbal excesses nor as
purely metaphorical expressions, but as signs
generated within a specific mystical regime of
discourse. In this regime, the ordinary
relationship between language and meaning is
suspended, the boundaries between self and
divine otherness are destabilized, and the sign
becomes a vehicle for the emergence of a
sacred experience that cannot be fully
contained by propositional language. The
theoretical hypothesis of this study is that
Bayazid's shathiyyat operate through three
major processes: discursive suspension,
radical opposition, and semiotic-semantic
pressure. These processes produce a field of
tension in which meaning does not simply
preexist the utterance, but is born through the
very act of linguistic rupture. In this sense, the
shath is not merely a statement about mystical
experience; it is itself a mode of experiencing,
staging, and manifesting the sacred in
language. This view corresponds to the
semiotic understanding of signs as relational
and interpretive entities, while extending it
toward a phenomenological and existential
conception of discourse in which meaning
emerges through lived experience, intensity,

and eventfulness (1-3, 9).

Methodologically, this research adopts a
descriptive-analytical design and focuses on
selected textual examples from the shathiyyat
attributed to Bayazid Bastami, especially those
transmitted and discussed in the muystical
heritage surrounding him. The analysis
proceeds by identifying the semiotic functions,
discursive tensions, and semantic
transformations active within each utterance.
Rather than reducing the text to biographical,
theological, or psychological explanation, the
study treats each shath as an event of
meaning in which language, mystical
experience, and discursive structure interact.
The method involves three interrelated levels
of analysis: first, the identification of tensive
centers in the text, such as self/divine,
presence/absence, annihilation/subsistence,
speech/silence, and human/sacred; second,
the examination of transitional processes
through which meaning moves from
potentiality to actualization; and third, the
mapping of the semantic field created by the
interaction of signs. This analytical procedure
is particularly suitable for mystical texts
because they often operate at the threshold
between referential language and experiential
disclosure. Bayazid’s utterances such as
“Glory be to me, how great is my station,” or
“For thirty years Bayazid has been seeking
Bayazid and has not found him,” are not
treated as literal claims in the ordinary sense;
rather, they are examined as indexical and
manifestational signs that point to a state of

mystical annihilation, displacement of identity,
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and transformation of the speaking subject.
This method is informed by semiotic theory,
modern semantics, and studies of mystical
language, while remaining attentive to the
specific textual and spiritual context of Islamic
mysticism (13-17).

The findings indicate that one of the most
important mechanisms in Bayazid’s shathiyyat
is discursive  suspension.  Suspension
operates by temporarily disabling the ordinary
rules of semantic interpretation and freeing the
utterance from the constraints of conventional
logic, theological hierarchy, and stable identity.
Through suspension, language enters a state
of semantic instability in which the listener is
compelled to abandon ordinary interpretive
expectations and move toward a deeper level
of understanding. For example, when Bayazid
speaks in a manner that appears to attribute
divine qualities to himself, the utterance
suspends the usual distinction between
servant and Lord, not in order to erase
theological meaning, but to disclose the
mystical state of annihilation in which the
empirical self no longer functions as the
source of speech. Alongside suspension,
radical opposition plays a decisive role.
Bayazid’'s discourse repeatedly stages
oppositions such as self/non-self,
remembrance/being remembered,

heaven/fire,  seeking/not finding, and
annihilation/subsistence. These oppositions
do not remain unresolved contradictions;
rather, they generate semantic pressure that

leads to a higher-order unity. The apparent

contradiction therefore becomes a productive
force. The study also shows that discursive
accumulation is central to the structure of
Bayazid's speech. Multiple layers of

meaning—sensory, affective, spiritual,
ontological, and symbolic—are compressed
into short utterances, creating a high degree of
semantic density. This density transforms the
shath into a site of explosive signification,
where the accumulated pressure of mystical
experience breaks the ordinary sign system
and opens the possibility of new meaning (1, 7,
8, 10, 18).

Another major finding concerns the dual
function of Bayazid’s shathiyyat as indexical
and manifestational signs. As indexical signs,
these utterances are not merely symbolic
representations of mystical states; they are
existential traces of those states. They
function like smoke indicating fire: the
utterance bears a direct relation to the inner
event from which it emerges. In this sense,
Bayazid’s language is not external
commentary on mystical experience, but an
extension of that experience into the field of
discourse. The ecstatic utterance therefore
has an embodied and affective dimension; it
transmits not only conceptual meaning but
also intensity, astonishment, rupture, and
presence. As manifestational signs, however,
the shathiyyat go beyond indication and
become the very scene in which the sacred
appears. Here, language no longer merely
refers to the transcendent; it becomes a locus

of manifestation. The sacred is not described
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from a distance but staged in the utterance
itself. This explains why such statements often
disturb ordinary religious and linguistic
expectations: they do not function within the
economy of ordinary representation. Rather,
they create a discursive space in which the
boundaries between speaker, speech, and the
divine object of experience are radically
transformed. The dialectic between
indexicality and manifestation is therefore
essential to Bayazid’'s mystical discourse.
Indexicality preserves the link between speech
and lived experience, while manifestation
prevents the utterance from being reduced to
psychological report. Together, they create an
event-based order of meaning in which
language becomes both trace and disclosure,
both sign and presence (8, 11, 19-21).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
Bayazid Bastami’'s shathiyyat should be
understood as a sophisticated and dynamic
system of meaning production rather than as
scattered, irrational, or merely provocative
mystical statements. Through processes of
suspension, radical opposition, discursive
accumulation, indexicality, and manifestation,
these utterances transform language into a
site where the limits of ordinary signification
are exposed and surpassed. The shath is
therefore more than linguistic audacity; it is an
epistemological and existential mechanism for
expressing what resists ordinary expression.
By applying the framework of discursive
semiotics-semantics, this study shows that

mystical language is capable of producing an

event-based order of meaning in which the
sacred appears through rupture, tension, and
semantic transformation. The main theoretical
contribution of the research lies in proposing a
model for analyzing ecstatic mystical
discourse as a dynamic field of signs,
intensities, and lived meanings. This model
can contribute to the development of a
semiotics of sacred discourse and may be
applied to the study of other complex mystical
texts in Persian and Islamic literary traditions.
Bayazid’'s shathiyyat, in this reading, reveal
the extraordinary capacity of language to
move beyond representation and become a

medium for the emergence of the unknowable.
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