w1 Ol g b s

i 83U 39 55030 Sy b S grumo (sl (wlw (S1S g g CiF (359 S
(21559 53 59 390 axlllian)

kb Gdgaden & al2IS U8 Gl gb

Ol Ol OLSia b ol (b Slsl 5 0L S5 sel 05,8 )
Ol O 8 0ldS  Suuled awdladl (o) sthaall assl oo slb Slusl 5 0L5 05 S Y

t.90ldi@cfu.ac.ir :J e oo 5 Joml 3

oS>

el 0351 5l55 Jlmy olerl 5 b sla S8 5 sl s st SIS o5 Uos 4 mi (s Jlesl 53 3 gas Ollabas
el b gl 5 i a5k Glas [ e S e (655 e s sl G sl cﬂ;cﬁkv G
0305 5 i 5 Jab 5 sl alish Olss elazrl 5 ool SUL i 4 Gooe AL ol s o Sl amalr oS- 01
Glad cpl 5l a8 ol s Ol o Cumdly opl w olanl 5 ol (sl 3 (1S e ol Sl ke 0 e 5 65 (5SS sle wle
ol 5O s el anls s s ol 5 Sl el e 3 slenl 5 b CoeSle 5 iy (sl | (Bl
ol G 5 oS las i 5 S LB s (bos Jls b ssmes el elenxl 5 el glas S, 5 Leada il plulis (asy
Sk 5 G ) 5 el 03 Ol 3 B elanrl el D508 0 a5 (sl Glaal g ol cs 3 s sl 5 i8S
5SS s o s e L b elarl el sl 5 S S g5l Gl Gl Sl £ 5 5l s o -
b el ol nn b (s (alate S sate (53 505 DLl S 5 5 m 5 GRS 2 S B 5 6 b eled
S5 5 Bkl e s DLl S 5 claz 5 amdlas (ot 5 ek (B GS jate o s DL S s x5 255 5 e

Ll 0341 flas

.(}‘)[3).’ (JL>-J ;JMQ[&L«/ ;L;wé“d‘;[ﬁ.?j@j w‘dj{j&‘:bgj‘}w

e l6 s 5 Ol S () S35 153 50 anllan) g b 52 ol Il b e Ollales il (slas i i (6 S5 S (1F20) sdgedin b 5 Blsb (LS S 1 asskiul o gt
N-YO (V)F

w43 8§ 5 50 (CCBY-NC 4.0) a8 b sllas 5131 oo 2o &y sos dlis pl JLES] sl oo 5 0 Glate lis ol LaZ G sl VF00 ©

VEY e ) il s
VEF 3TN0 1 S5t &=L
VEE STYY s

VO ) il b


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

VPO Jlo (P90 o leds Pl 098 ¢ qw il Oladl § b)) dusmis™ 4 i3

The Intellectual Style of Sultan Mas‘ud’s Political Dialogues with Court Statesmen in the
Tarikh-e Bayhaqi (Case Study: Rationalism)
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Abstract
In the exercise of power, Sultan Mas‘ud primarily sought the predominance of his own ideas over the political

and social beliefs and viewpoints of court dignitaries. Under the support of the Abbasid Caliphate in Baghdad,
he regarded the right of judgment in governmental decision-making as a clear manifestation of identity formation
and respect for Islamic teachings and the moral principles governing Iranian society. Through a profound
examination of the political and social developments during his reign, reflection on his intellectual perspectives
and ideological foundations, and consideration of his rhetorical skills within the political and social sphere, it
becomes evident that he considered this atmosphere of repression necessary for the growth and consolidation of
political and social sovereignty in both domestic and foreign policy. Accordingly, the purpose of this study is to
identify the political and social ideas and approaches of Amir Mas‘ud in his interactions with court statesmen
through verbal dialogues, as well as the role of these dialogues in achieving his authoritarian objectives and
consolidating his political and social dominance in Iran. The research method is analytical-descriptive and based
on library studies. The styles of these dialogues included political and social conversations, bilateral or
multilateral face-to-face exchanges, the removal of suspicion and ambiguity, deception and fatalism, as well as
reproach and blame. The first communicative style was vertical, centralized, balanced, direct, elevated, natural,
and authoritarian, particularly in the Amir’s interactions with secretaries, ministers, and chamberlains. The
second communicative style was centralized, horizontal, natural, direct, conciliatory, and avoidance-oriented,
while the third communicative style was characterized by adaptation and cooperation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This extended abstract examines the

intellectual style of Sultan Mas'ud’s political
dialogues with court statesmen in Tarikh-e
Beyhaqi, with particular emphasis on

CanSl 5 ol Gsim sl o) S Azl o o5
red bl 3o OUT elenl sl oo 5 SO
weal Sl 5 (3 (eS8 ol 53 AL e (S5
oY il K e o1 0k (655006 5 s (S L
a2l ) S et 55 s S 5 LSS ke
Celblps 5l s 558 r&}-iﬂ}o&‘j)w%]ﬂ: 2l o aclil
Slwly D3 03,0 anelr 5 (65l )y Tl 50S o sl
OUT 1 35 Ol G b 3l e, 5 1,8 s sos 4yl
5 Sosd al p kLBl as el il 65 s
355 Bl 503l ade slaaids Las 1, Lo oolalicil
LSS )3 358 g 0l aildst (6,88 (5Bl L Ll yon
Ol 5 oade O 1o 1y Cao S b OlllSe 3 o
DS e OUT S o 5 3 S o 5 olitay il 5 p3L
23 ol o (B 5 dinsal e HE PO s Oliacts
Sl Gatm Sl Gl p bl 5wl | ls adls cade
50 53 ) K&l g Ll o Sl amels s el
S 5 s S8l sl sk es 5 sl
oS Sl slday andst o 5 el Coles sl e aslil
lgzman Gl lS Canlw K 3 Ggms o4 Ol S
ot s e 28 Ol @ 530 Ol ol (el 2ol Sl
rses Sl b 0T 5 et e (S5 b o2
22 5 S5 OS> .J;&M‘Lﬁjﬂﬁb‘jg‘ﬁ‘ axal>
5 b 35005 opl Mg s 5 s el T il
b eslatuls g LG Wng s 5 5 L o aids oo

BE 63})}3.4\.3" &ﬁ‘ )‘ ccbja J&V\A 9 Lf."ib 6[.&)}[.3 9 Slalos]

rationalism as a communicative, political, and
ethical category. Tarikh-e Beyhagi is not
merely a historical chronicle of the Ghaznavid
court; it is also a sophisticated literary and
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rhetorical text in which political authority,
courtly hierarchy, moral judgment, and human
psychology are represented through carefully
constructed scenes of dialogue (22). Bayhagqi’s
narration of Sultan Mas‘ud’s reign creates a
striking paradox: on the one hand, Mas‘ud
appears as a powerful ruler supported by
institutional authority, military power, and the
ideological legitimacy of the Abbasid
Caliphate; on the other hand, the internal
instability of his court, the atmosphere of
distrust, and the collapse of political prudence
gradually reveal the fragility of that authority
(1). The article argues that the political
dialogues between Mas‘ud and court figures
such as ministers, secretaries, chamberlains,
and other dignitaries provide a crucial key to
understanding the intellectual foundations of
Ghaznavid rule. These dialogues expose not
only the ruler's authoritarian temperament,
suspicion, and desire for domination, but also
the ways in which court statesmen attempted
to moderate, interpret, redirect, or resist royal
decisions  through  prudence, advice,
concealment, compromise, and rational
reflection (21).

The theoretical basis of the study rests on the
concept of dialogue as both a literary device
and a communicative process. In literary
terms, dialogue is a principal mechanism for
characterization, narrative progression,
dramatic tension, and the disclosure of hidden
motives; through speech, characters reveal
their ethical dispositions, political intentions,

emotional states, and social positions (7, 18).

Bayhaqi’'s narrative art lies precisely in his
refusal to describe court figures only through
direct authorial explanation; instead, he
frequently allows them to appear in action and
speech, thereby giving the historical narrative
a dramatic and quasi-theatrical quality (5). In
communicative terms, dialogue is a process of
transmitting meaning between speaker and
listener, provided that the receiver
understands the message in a manner close
to the sender’s intended meaning (10). This
communicative process may be verbal or non-
verbal, explicit or implicit, direct or mediated,
and it may serve cooperation, domination,
persuasion, concealment, or conflict (11). The
study therefore treats the political dialogues of
Tarikh-e Beyhagi as structured communicative
events in which hierarchy, authority, suspicion,
loyalty, prudence, and ideological legitimation
are continuously negotiated within the courtly
sphere.

Methodologically, the study follows an
analytical-descriptive approach based on
library research and textual analysis. The
primary textual corpus consists of episodes in
Tarikh-e Beyhagi in which Sultan Mas'ud
engages in political dialogue with major court
figures, especially the dialogues between the
ruler and his ministers or secretaries (22).
These episodes are analyzed in terms of
dialogic type, communicative direction,
rhetorical tone, intellectual content, and
political function. The classification of
dialogues includes face-to-face and remote

exchanges, one-person, two-person, and
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multi-person dialogues, as well as vertical and
horizontal communicative patterns. Vertical
communication refers to the hierarchical
movement of commands, decisions, and
ideological pressure from the ruler toward
subordinate court figures; such
communication is  often centralized,
authoritarian, and directive (12, 13). Horizontal
communication, by contrast, emerges when
ministers, secretaries, or other experienced
statesmen engage the ruler through counsel,
warning, negotiation, explanation, or strategic
silence. The article also draws on the
distinction between natural, balanced, and
elevated styles of expression in order to
explain the stylistic variation of Bayhagqi’s
dialogues (15). In addition, communicative-
behavioral categories such as avoidance,
competition, compromise, adaptation, and
cooperation are used to clarify how courtly
actors respond to crisis, suspicion, conspiracy,
and political uncertainty (16).

The findings indicate that the intellectual style
of Sultan Mas'ud’s dialogues is marked by a
persistent tension between rationalism and
Mas ‘ud

repeatedly seeks to impose his own will on

authoritarian self-assertion.
court politics, yet his conversations with
capable statesmen reveal that political survival
depends on consultation, prudence, and the
rational interpretation of consequences. This
tension is especially visible in the dialogue
between Mas'ud and Khwaja Ahmad
concerning the affair of Qa’id Malanjagq and
Khwarazmshah, where Mas‘ud’s anxiety,

regret, and fear of retaliation expose the
limitations of impulsive political decision-
making (22). Khwaja Ahmad, in contrast,
represents a mode of rational statesmanship
grounded in caution, foresight, and strategic
communication. His speech reveals that the
preservation of royal authority requires not
only military force or religious legitimation but
also careful judgment, accurate knowledge of
political actors, and the ability to prevent small
conspiracies from becoming large-scale
crises. This mode of prudence corresponds to
Bayhaqi’s broader moral vision, in which
reason is not opposed to divine providence but
functions as a human faculty necessary for
recognizing limits, avoiding destructive
arrogance, and interpreting events responsibly
(20, 21). Thus, rationalism in the article is not
understood as abstract philosophical
reasoning alone, but as practical political
wisdom manifested through speech, restraint,
diagnosis of danger, and the management of
conflict.

The study further shows that Bayhaqgi’s
dialogues disclose the ethical and political
pathology of the Ghaznavid court. The court is
presented as a space in which distrust,
espionage, rivalry, opportunism, deception,
and fear repeatedly disturb the possibility of
stable governance (2). Earlier sociological and
political readings of Tarikh-e Beyhaqgi have
emphasized the Ghaznavids’ reliance on
military ~ power, economic  extraction,
ceremonial legitimacy, and cultural patronage,

all of which contributed to the maintenance of
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authority but could not eliminate internal
fragility (3, 4). In the dialogues examined here,
these structural tensions become visible at the
level of language. Mas'ud’'s speech is often
firm, commanding, suspicious, and defensive;
ministers and secretaries respond through
counsel, indirect criticism, caution, or strategic
accommodation. In this sense, dialogue
becomes the arena in which political conflict is
transformed into verbal negotiation. Bayhagqi’s
artistic achievement lies in making these
exchanges serve both historical narration and
character construction: through the style of
speech, the reader perceives Mas'ud’s
impulsiveness, Busahl ZizanT's hostility,
Khwaja Ahmad’s prudence, Bu Nasr
Mushkan’s administrative integrity, and the
broader moral atmosphere of the court (5). The
article therefore concludes that the dialogic
structure of Bayhagqi’s narrative functions as a
diagnostic instrument for understanding the
decline of Ghaznavid authority.

In conclusion, the analysis demonstrates that
Sultan Mas‘ud’s political dialogues with court
statesmen are central to understanding both
his intellectual style and the inner logic of
Ghaznavid power. These dialogues reveal a
ruler who seeks domination over the political
and social beliefs of his court, yet repeatedly
encounters the necessity of counsel, rational
judgment, and communicative restraint. The
dominant dialogic forms in the study are
political and social, face-to-face, two-person or
multi-person, and shaped by rationalism,

clarification of suspicion, deception, fatalism,

reproach, and blame. The first communicative
style is vertical, centralized, balanced, direct,
elevated, natural, and authoritarian, especially
in the ruler's relation with ministers,
secretaries, and chamberlains. The second
communicative style is centralized, horizontal,
natural, direct, conciliatory, and avoidance-
oriented, while the third is based on adaptation
and cooperation. Ultimately, Bayhaqi’s
representation of dialogue shows that the
failure of Mas‘ud’'s rule was not merely the
result of external pressures or military
challenges, but also the outcome of an internal
crisis of judgment, trust, and political

rationality.
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