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Abstract
The miraculous nature of the Holy Qur’an, along with its attractiveness, eloquence, rhetorical excellence, and

uniqueness, has led poets to draw upon the Qur’an in order to deepen and enrich their poetry. Great poets have
employed this heavenly book in various ways, and this engagement has contributed to the enduring quality of
their works. Among them, Mirza Seyyed Reza Mostowfi, known by the pen name Boland-Eqbal, is one of the
lesser-known contemporary religious poets who, through gleaning from the Holy Qur’an, succeeded in creating
a lasting literary work within the elegant framework of poetry. This article, employing a descriptive—analytical
method, examines the influence of Qur’anic verses on the poetry of Boland-Eqbal. In some instances, the poet
directly borrows a Qur’anic word or part of a verse; in other cases, he employs allusion, while in certain instances
he resorts to the literary device of translation. In addition to being influenced by divine revelation, this religious
poet has also devoted himself to praising the divine prophets and the Infallible Imams, especially Prophet
Muhammad and Imam Ali. The findings of the study demonstrate that the manifestation of the Qur’an throughout
the poet’s Divan, in its diverse forms, reflects his mastery of the Qur’an and his successful utilization of'it. Indeed,
scarcely a page of the poet’s Divan can be found in which the divine revelation does not appear.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study examines Qur’anic

borrowing in the Divan of Mirza Seyyed Reza
Mostowfi, known by the pen name Boland-
Egbal, with emphasis on the ways in which
Qur’anic language, imagery, narratives, and
theological concepts are absorbed into
Persian religious poetry. The Holy Quran has
long functioned as one of the central sources
of literary, ethical, mystical, and rhetorical
inspiration in Persian literary tradition, and
many poets have drawn upon its verses to
deepen the semantic, spiritual, and aesthetic
dimensions of their works. In this context,
Boland-Egbal occupies a distinctive position
as a relatively lesser-known contemporary
religious poet whose poetry reveals extensive
familiarity with Qur’anic discourse, Islamic
teachings, prophetic narratives, and Shiite
devotional themes. His Divan shows that
Qur’anic influence is not merely ornamental,
but structurally and conceptually embedded in
his poetic worldview. The poet’s frequent use
of Quranic words, phrases, allusions, and
translated meanings demonstrates a
sustained engagement with revelation as both
a linguistic reservoir and a source of doctrinal

authority. The study therefore seeks to identify
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the major forms of Quranic borrowing in
Boland-Eqgbal’s poetry and to determine which
Quranic themes, figures, and rhetorical
functions appear most frequently in his Divan.
The importance of this investigation lies in the
fact that Boland-Egbal has received limited
scholarly attention despite the richness of his
poetic language and the density of his religious
symbolism. His poetry reflects a synthesis of
devotional thought, classical Persian literary
tradition, and Qur'anic interpretation that
deserves closer examination within the
broader field of Persian religious literature (6,
9, 28).
The study is based on a descriptive—analytical
method and examines the poetic corpus of
Boland-Eqgbal through close textual analysis.
The poems are analyzed in relation to Qur'anic
verses, exegetical traditions, and classical
rhetorical theories concerning quotation,
allusion, translation, metaphorical association,
and literary embellishment. Three major forms
of Qur'anic borrowing are identified throughout
the Divan: direct quotation or adaptation of
Qur’anic words and verse fragments, allusive
references to prophetic narratives and sacred
events, and conceptual translation or poetic

paraphrasing of Quranic meanings. In
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rhetorical terminology, quotation refers to the
incorporation of Quranic expressions into
poetry without explicitly mentioning the source,
while allusion refers to indirect references that
evoke familiar religious stories, miracles, or
personalities. Translation, meanwhile, is
understood as the poetic rendering of Qur'anic
meanings from Arabic into Persian through
interpretive adaptation rather than literal
equivalence. The study further investigates the
literary functions of these borrowings and their
relationship to the poet's devotional
orientation. In addition to theological and moral
content, Qur’anic borrowing is shown to
contribute  significantly to the rhetorical
elegance and emotional intensity of the poetry.
Through this approach, the research situates
Boland-Egbal within the broader tradition of
Persian poets who employed sacred language
not only as ornamentation but also as a
framework for expressing metaphysical,
ethical, and emotional experience (5-8, 11).

One of the most important findings of the study
is that direct adaptation of Qur’anic vocabulary
and verse fragments constitutes a dominant
feature of Boland-Eqgbal’'s poetic style. The
poet repeatedly integrates Quranic terms
associated with divine unity, guidance,
destiny, resurrection, revelation, mercy,
punishment, and divine authority into the
texture of his poetry. Expressions connected
with divine guidance and misguidance, divine
praise, resurrection, forgiveness, and sacred
time appear throughout the Divan and often

serve as condensed theological symbols

carrying multiple layers of meaning. The poet
demonstrates exceptional familiarity with the
semantic and rhetorical force of Quranic
language and employs scriptural vocabulary in
ways that reinforce emotional expression and
devotional intensity. Frequently, a single
Qur'anic expression evokes a complete
narrative or theological framework.
References associated with Moses and divine
vision, primordial covenant, divine command,
sacred night, and divine praise become
vehicles through which mystical longing,
metaphysical reflection, and religious devotion
are articulated. The findings reveal that
Qur’anic borrowing in Boland-Eqgbal’s poetry is
not superficial imitation but rather a deeply
internalized literary practice rooted in close
engagement with revelation. His use of
Qur'anic expressions also demonstrates a
conscious effort to connect Persian poetic
language with sacred authority and spiritual
legitimacy. In  many cases, scriptural
references intensify the persuasive and
emotional dimensions of the poems while
simultaneously  elevating their literary
sophistication (9, 12, 18, 23, 25).

The analysis further demonstrates that
allusion to prophetic stories and sacred
personalities occupies a central place in the
Divan. Boland-Egbal repeatedly refers to the
miracles, trials, and spiritual experiences of
prophets such as Muhammad, Abraham,
Moses, Jesus, Jonah, Joseph, and others.
Among these prophetic figures, the greatest

emphasis is placed upon Prophet Muhammad
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and Imam Ali, whose presence dominates the
devotional atmosphere of the poetry.
References to the splitting of the moon
associated with Prophet Muhammad function
not only as reminders of prophetic miracle but
also as symbols of divine authority and cosmic
transformation. The story of Abraham and the
fire becoming a garden serves as a metaphor
for divine protection and spiritual purification,
while the miracles of Moses symbolize divine
power overcoming tyranny and disbelief.
References to Jesus emphasize healing,
spiritual revival, and miraculous restoration of
life, whereas the story of Jonah evokes
themes of repentance, divine mercy, and
salvation from despair. These allusions reveal
the poet’s ability to transform sacred narratives
into symbolic structures that communicate
mystical, ethical, and emotional meanings.
The study also demonstrates that Boland-
Eqgbal frequently combines allusive references
with rhetorical techniques such as repetition,
contrast, punning, and parallel imagery,
thereby intensifying both the aesthetic and
spiritual dimensions of the poems. In this
regard, the poet follows a long-standing
Persian literary tradition in which Qur’anic
narratives are reinterpreted through poetic
imagination and devotional sensibility (9, 13,
15-17, 19, 24).

Another major finding concerns the poet’s use
of conceptual translation and interpretive
paraphrasing of Qur’anic teachings. Boland-
Eqgbal frequently transforms Qur’anic ethical

and theological principles into Persian poetic

language while preserving their spiritual
significance. Themes such as patience,
repentance, gratitude, charity, remembrance
of God, trust in divine decree, rejection of
arrogance, and reliance upon divine mercy are
repeatedly rendered into poetic maxims and
didactic reflections. Rather than translating
Qur'anic verses literally, the poet often
conveys their conceptual meaning through
emotionally charged and rhetorically refined
Persian expressions. This process
demonstrates his mastery of both Qur’anic
interpretation and poetic composition. The
findings indicate that translation in the Divan
functions not merely as linguistic transfer but
as creative reinterpretation. Through poetic
adaptation, Quranic teachings become
integrated into a broader framework of moral
instruction and mystical reflection. The poet’s
language combines simplicity of ethical
counsel with rhetorical sophistication, making
scriptural  teachings  accessible  while
preserving their sacred dignity. The study also
reveals the extensive use of literary devices
such as antithesis, alliteration, repetition,
metaphorical association, rhetorical
guestioning, correspondence, and verbal play.
These rhetorical features contribute
significantly to the artistic beauty of the Divan
and demonstrate the poet’s familiarity with
classical Persian poetics and rhetorical
sciences. The integration of Quranic content
with literary craftsmanship enables Boland-

Egbal to create poetry that is simultaneously
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devotional, didactic, and aesthetically refined
(6, 7,9, 26, 27).

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the
Holy Quran constitutes one of the most
fundamental sources of inspiration in the
poetry of Boland-Egbal and shapes both the
thematic and rhetorical dimensions of his
Divan. The poet employs quotation, allusion,
and conceptual translation in  highly
sophisticated ways that reveal deep familiarity
with Qur'anic teachings and Islamic intellectual
tradition.  Prophetic  narratives, sacred
vocabulary, and theological concepts are
woven throughout the poems and contribute to
the devotional, ethical, and aesthetic character
of the work. The most frequently represented
figures are Prophet Muhammad and Imam Ali,
followed by major prophets whose stories
function as symbolic expressions of faith,
struggle, miracle, repentance, and divine
mercy. The study further reveals that Qur'anic
borrowing in the Divan is not limited to direct
citation but extends into interpretive adaptation
and artistic transformation. Through rhetorical
elegance and scriptural engagement, Boland-
Eqgbal succeeds in creating a poetic discourse
in which sacred meaning and literary beauty
are inseparably connected. His poetry stands
as an important example of the enduring
relationship between Persian literature and
Quranic revelation and reflects a literary
tradition in which poetic creativity serves as a
medium for spiritual contemplation, moral

instruction, and religious devotion.
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