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Abstract

Metadiscourse markers, as key linguistic devices, play an effective role in facilitating communication between the author
and the audience and in structuring the text in the analysis of literary texts. This study examined and compared metadiscourse
markers in the novel Fire Without Smoke by Nader Ebrahimi based on Hyland’s (2005) model. Using a descriptive-analytical
method and analyzing the data through SPSS 21 and LancsBox 6 software, the application of metadiscourse markers in the
narrative structure and in interaction with the reader was investigated. The analysis of the data from this novel showed that
there was a significant difference in the types and frequency of metadiscourse markers in the novel. This pattern of
metadiscourse-marker use clearly demonstrates the author’s narrative strategy in adapting the writing style to fictional
objectives and audience needs. The findings of this study emphasize the vital role of metadiscourse markers in organizing
textual structure and facilitating effective author-reader interaction in Fire Without Smoke.

Keywords: interactive metadiscourse, interactional metadiscourse, Fire Without Smoke, Hyland’s model.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Metadiscourse = markers  constitute an

important analytical category in discourse
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studies because they reveal how writers
organize texts, guide readers, display stance,

and construct interaction within written

! Self-referentiality
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communication. In literary discourse, these
markers acquire particular  significance
because fictional texts do not merely transmit
propositional content; they also create
narrative rhythm, direct interpretive attention,
shape reader involvement, and mediate the
relationship between authorial voice, narrative
structure, and audience reception.
Accordingly, the present study examined
metadiscourse markers in Nader Ebrahimi’s
novel Fire Without Smoke on the basis of
Hyland’'s metadiscourse model. Hyland’'s
framework conceptualizes metadiscourse as a
set of linguistic resources through which
writers manage interaction with readers and
organize discourse in socially meaningful
ways (1). This perspective is rooted in the
broader understanding that language performs
not only ideational but also interpersonal and
textual  functions, and that written
communication depends on the writer’'s ability
to coordinate meaning, structure, and reader
engagement (3, 6). Previous studies have
shown that metadiscourse markers are central
to the rhetorical organization of academic,
persuasive, and genre-specific texts (2, 13).
However, the application of this framework to
contemporary  Persian fiction remains
relatively limited, particularly in relation to long
narrative texts with complex cultural, social,
and aesthetic structures.

The main purpose of this research was to
identify, classify, and analyze the frequency
and distribution of interactive and interactional

metadiscourse markers in Fire Without

Smoke. The study was designed to determine
whether meaningful differences exist among
the types and frequencies of metadiscourse
markers in the novel and to clarify how these
markers contribute to the author’s narrative
strategy. Based on Hyland’s model, interactive
metadiscourse markers help organize textual
information and guide readers through the
discourse, while interactional markers help
establish author-reader engagement, indicate
stance, and construct a dialogic relationship
with the audience (1). This distinction has been
widely used in previous studies of academic
and professional discourse, where transitions,
frame  markers, endophoric  markers,
evidentials, and code glosses are generally
associated with textual guidance, whereas
hedges, boosters, attitude markers,
engagement markers, and self-mentions are
associated with interpersonal positioning (14,
15). In the context of fiction, these categories
can illuminate not only linguistic organization
but also narrative control, affective alignment,
and the implicit negotiation of meaning
between the narrator and the reader.

This study employed a descriptive-analytical
method with a mixed qualitative-quantitative
orientation. The corpus consisted of the
complete seven-volume text of Fire Without
Smoke, selected because of its literary
richness, cultural depth, and complex narrative
structure. First, the text was examined
systematically to identify metadiscourse
markers according to Hyland’s classification.

Then, the identified markers were coded and
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categorized into interactive and interactional
groups. The qualitative stage focused on
classifying the markers according to their
discourse functions, while the quantitative
stage examined their frequencies and
distributional patterns. LancsBox 6 was used
to extract and organize linguistic data, and
SPSS 21 was used to conduct statistical
analysis. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was
applied to examine the normality of the
distribution of metadiscourse-marker
frequencies. This combined procedure made it
possible to study both the functional role of
metadiscourse in the narrative and the
statistical pattern of marker use across the
text. Similar methodological approaches have
been used in previous metadiscourse studies
to compare writerly choices across disciplines,
languages, genders, and genres (9, 10, 12).

The findings indicated that metadiscourse
markers were not distributed uniformly in the
novel. Instead, the text displayed meaningful
variation in the types and frequencies of
markers, suggesting that Ebrahimi’s narrative
style relies on a deliberate and differentiated
use of discourse-management and reader-
engagement strategies. Interactive markers
contributed to textual cohesion, narrative
continuity, and the organization of events,
ideas, and interpretive cues. These markers
helped readers follow transitions, identify
textual relations, understand explanatory
sequences, and process the progression of
narrative meaning. Interactional markers, by

contrast, strengthened the interpersonal

dimension of the text by revealing stance,
emphasizing certainty or uncertainty, directing
reader attention, and facilitating affective
involvement. This pattern corresponds to
earlier findings that metadiscourse markers
differ across genres and communicative
contexts and that their use reflects the
rhetorical priorities of the text (8, 13). In Fire
Without Smoke, the observed distribution
demonstrates that metadiscourse is not a
merely decorative linguistic feature but a
functional mechanism through which the
author manages the reader's movement
through a long and culturally layered narrative.
The results also suggest that the novel's
metadiscourse profile reflects the interaction
between narrative form, cultural
representation, and reader positioning. Since
Fire Without Smoke is a major work of
contemporary Persian fiction, its linguistic
texture includes numerous opportunities for
examining how authorial choices shape
interpretation and guide audience response.
Previous studies have emphasized that
metadiscourse markers vary according to
discipline, genre, cultural context, rhetorical
identity, and communicative purpose (4, 11,
19). The present analysis extends this line of
inquiry by showing that literary narrative can
also be examined through the same
theoretical lens, provided that the aesthetic
and narrative functions of markers are taken
into account. In this respect, the study differs
from much of the prior research, which has

mainly focused on research articles, academic
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writing, abstracts, argumentative essays, and
educational texts (16-18). By shifting the
analytical focus from academic prose to
literary fiction, the study contributes to a
broader understanding of metadiscourse as a
discourse-organizing and reader-positioning
resource across different textual domains.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
metadiscourse markers play a central role in
structuring the narrative discourse of Fire
Without Smoke and in facilitating effective
interaction between the authorial voice and the
reader. The uneven distribution of marker
types indicates that Ebrahimi employs these
linguistic resources strategically to organize
textual flow, strengthen coherence, guide
interpretation, and deepen reader
engagement. The findings show that the
analysis of metadiscourse in fiction can
provide valuable insights into narrative
technique, textual organization, and the
communicative architecture of literary works.
This research therefore fills part of the gap in
Persian literary discourse studies by applying
a systematic metadiscourse framework to a
major contemporary novel. It also confirms
that metadiscourse analysis can move beyond
academic and technical genres and serve as a
useful tool for literary criticism, applied
linguistics, and stylistic analysis. Ultimately,
the study highlights the importance of
examining how linguistic markers shape the
reading experience, support narrative
meaning, and contribute to the aesthetic and

communicative power of literary texts.
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