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The Role of Language Instructors in Conveying Shared Literary and Cultural Interactions
Between Persian and English to Learners
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Abstract

This study examines the role of instructors in elucidating shared human rights values and ethical virtues of the source and
target languages for language learners. Shared cultural interactions between the source and target languages primarily
encompass two domains: fundamental human rights values and ethical virtues. English language instructors must selectively
extract these shared values and virtues, along with their corresponding equivalents in the literary texts of both the source and
target languages, and teach them to learners. The present study employed an analytical-comparative—descriptive research
method and was conducted based on library sources and academic databases. The findings indicate that the success of
English language instructors in conveying shared cultural interactions between the source and target languages to learners
depends on factors such as their mastery and comprehensive understanding of the literary issues presented in both the source
and target languages, as well as their proficiency in accurate translation rather than literal translation. This enables learners
to develop a comprehensive comparative understanding of these values and virtues based on the literary texts of both
languages.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The globalization of English as an international

language has transformed language
education into a multidimensional enterprise
involving not only linguistic competence but
also cultural transmission, ethical
understanding, and philosophical awareness.
Language is fundamentally embedded in
cultural frameworks, and its teaching inevitably
introduces learners to the social values, moral
structures, and philosophical traditions
underlying its usage. Scholars have

emphasized that language education
functions as both an educational and
sociopolitical process, shaping not only
communicative ability but also identity
formation and worldview development (2).
Cultural interactions between source and
target languages constitute a dynamic process
involving mutual interpretation, adaptation,
and reinterpretation of ethical values, social
norms, and philosophical concepts. Cultural
transmission has been defined as the learned
patterns of thought, belief, and behavior that
are passed from one generation to another
through social interaction rather than biological
inheritance (5). Similarly, culture has been

conceptualized as a shared system of
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meaning and communicative practices that
enables individuals to encode, store, and
transmit information within a social framework
(10). These perspectives emphasize that
language cannot be separated from its cultural
and ethical foundations, and therefore
instruction

effective  language requires

systematic  engagement  with  cultural
meanings embedded in texts and discourse.
Intercultural communication theories further
suggest that individuals from different cultural
backgrounds negotiate meaning through
communicative strategies shaped by power
relations, social identity, and cultural
experience (14, 15). The acquisition of a foreign
language therefore requires not only
grammatical mastery but also intercultural
competence, defined as the ability to interpret,
relate, and integrate cultural knowledge with
linguistic expression (19). Without cultural
understanding, language learners may
develop only superficial communicative skills
without  achieving  deeper interpretive
competence. Cultural education enhances
learners’ motivation, strengthens their
interpretive ability, and promotes meaningful
engagement with linguistic forms by

connecting abstract linguistic symbols to
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human experiences and social realities (21,
22). These theoretical insights highlight the
necessity of integrating cultural and ethical
instruction into language education to ensure
comprehensive linguistic and cognitive
development.

The philosophical foundations of cultural
interaction between Persian and English
linguistic traditions are deeply rooted in shared
ethical and humanistic principles, particularly
those concerning freedom, justice, equality,
and moral virtue. Human rights philosophy has
emphasized that fundamental rights belong to
all individuals regardless of race, religion, or
social status, reflecting universal ethical
principles that transcend cultural boundaries
(23). Western  philosophical traditions,
especially those originating in ancient Greece,
have conceptualized freedom as both an
external condition involving the absence of
coercion and an internal state involving
rational self-governance and autonomy (25).
Philosophers such as Aristotle argued that
ethical behavior is oriented toward achieving
the highest good, which consists in virtuous
activity aligned with rational principles (31).
According to Aristotelian ethics, virtue is not
innate but acquired through habitual practice,
rational deliberation, and moral education,
making ethical development a structured and
teachable process (31). Plato similarly
emphasized the importance of justice,
wisdom, and self-control as essential virtues
necessary for both individual fulfilment and

social harmony (32). These philosophical

traditions have profoundly influenced Western
ethical thought and continue to shape modern
conceptions of moral education and human
development. In parallel, Persian literary
traditions, represented by classical poets such
as Ferdowsi and Saadi, emphasize moral
virtues including honesty, justice, humility, and
self-discipline, reflecting universal ethical
principles shared across -cultures. These
parallels demonstrate that despite historical
and cultural differences, Persian and Western
intellectual traditions converge on fundamental
ethical values, providing a foundation for
meaningful  intercultural  dialogue and
educational integration.

Language instructors play a central role in
facilitating this intercultural and ethical
integration by selecting, interpreting, and
presenting texts that highlight shared cultural
values and ethical concepts. Intercultural
communication theory emphasizes that
communication between cultural groups
involves strategic negotiation of meaning,
influenced by social identity, communicative
goals, and contextual factors (1). Language
instructors must therefore possess deep
cultural awareness and interpretive
competence in order to guide learners in
understanding cultural nuances and ethical
meanings embedded in texts. Research has
demonstrated that language learning is
strongly influenced by cultural adaptation, and
without cultural integration, learners may
experience incomplete linguistic competence

(17). Cultural instruction enhances learners’
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ability to connect linguistic forms with cultural
meanings, improving both comprehension and
expressive  ability  (18). Furthermore,
intercultural education helps learners develop
critical thinking skills by enabling them to
compare cultural systems, analyze ethical
frameworks, and evaluate philosophical
perspectives across different traditions.
Language instructors must therefore move
beyond literal translation and instead
emphasize interpretive translation, which
preserves cultural meaning and ethical context
while facilitating linguistic understanding. This
approach enables learners to develop a
deeper appreciation for cultural diversity while
recognizing shared human values, thereby
promoting both linguistic proficiency and
ethical awareness.

The ethical and philosophical dimensions of
intercultural  language  instruction  are
particularly evident in the teaching of moral
virtues and ethical reasoning. Classical ethical
philosophy has emphasized that moral
development involves cultivating rational self-
control, emotional regulation, and ethical
judgment through education and practice (31).
Moral virtues such as justice, courage, and
moderation are developed through repeated
ethical action and rational reflection, forming
stable character traits that guide behavior (31).
Plato similarly emphasized the importance of
harmonizing  rational, = emotional, and
instinctive aspects of the human psyche to
achieve moral balance and ethical integrity

(32). These philosophical insights align closely

with ethical teachings found in Persian literary
traditions, which emphasize the importance of
moral self-discipline, rational reflection, and
ethical conduct. Language instructors can
facilitate ethical development by integrating
philosophical texts and literary works into
language instruction, enabling learners to
engage with ethical concepts while developing
linguistic competence. This integrative
approach enhances cognitive development,
promotes moral reasoning, and strengthens
learners’ ability to interpret complex
philosophical and cultural ideas. Furthermore,
ethical instruction fosters empathy, cultural
understanding, and social responsibility,
preparing learners to participate effectively in
multicultural and globalized environments.

The concept of equality and justice represents
another important dimension of shared cultural
and ethical values between Persian and
Western traditions. Human rights philosophy
emphasizes that all individuals possess
inherent dignity and deserve equal treatment
under the law, reflecting universal principles of
justice and fairness (2). Aristotle distinguished
between absolute equality and justice-based
equality, arguing that justice requires treating
individuals according to relevant differences
rather than imposing uniform treatment (28).
This perspective highlights the importance of
contextual ethical reasoning in achieving
fairness and social harmony. Similarly, ethical
traditions in Persian literature emphasize
justice, fairness, and moral responsibility as

essential components of ethical conduct.
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Language instructors can help learners
understand these ethical concepts by
presenting comparative analyses  of
philosophical and literary texts from Persian
and Western traditions, enabling learners to
recognize both cultural differences and shared
ethical principles. This comparative approach
promotes intellectual engagement, cultural
awareness, and ethical reflection, enhancing
learners’ ability to interpret cultural meaning
and ethical significance in linguistic contexts.
In conclusion, language instructors play a
crucial role in facilitating intercultural
understanding, ethical education, and
linguistic competence by integrating cultural,
philosophical, and ethical content into
language instruction.  Through  careful
selection of texts, interpretive translation, and
comparative analysis, instructors can help
learners recognize shared ethical values and
cultural meanings between Persian and
English linguistic traditions. This approach
enhances learners’ linguistic proficiency,
cultural awareness, ethical reasoning, and
intellectual development, preparing them for
effective communication and participation in
multicultural environments. By emphasizing
shared human values, moral virtues, and
philosophical principles, language education
can promote intercultural dialogue, ethical
understanding, and global cooperation,
contributing to both individual development

and broader cultural integration.
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