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A Comparative Analysis of the Novels Bamdad-e Khomar and The Last Train to Istanbul
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Abstract

The novels Bamdad-e Khomar, written by Fattaneh Haj Seyed Javadi, and The Last Train to Istanbul, authored by Ayse Kulin, a Turkish
writer, are both structured around the experiences of love, marriage, and female agency within the context of tradition and modernity;
nevertheless, they are systematized within two distinct cultural, social, and historical settings. Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach,
the present study seeks to conduct a comparative analysis of the narrative strategies, characterization, conflicts, and thematic concerns of
the two novels. The findings indicate that although in both novels a woman occupies the position of the protagonist, and despite the fact
that in each narrative an unconventional marriage serves as the starting point for the formation of character-related issues, events, and
narrative progression, the principal conflict that underpins the thematic structure of each novel differs fundamentally. In Bamdad-e
Khomar, the central conflict is limited in scope and class-based, rooted in the protagonist’s adolescent emotions and shaped by the
dynamics of an aristocratic and hereditary social order. In contrast, the conflict in The Last Train to Istanbul extends beyond the family
sphere and is organized around the protagonist’s confrontation with a broader ideological and belief system. In other words, Bamdad-e
Khomar depicts a localized crisis and conflict among the individual, social class, and family, whereas The Last Train to Istanbul situates
the individual within a social, political, and historical crisis and confrontation. Moreover, the narrative axis in Bamdad-e Khomar centers
on the experience of a failure endured by the protagonist, while in The Last Train to Istanbul the narrative focus lies on the realization of
a major decision by the protagonist and her passage through the obstacles and dangers that constitute the consequences of that decision.

Keywords: Comparative literature; Fattaneh Haj Seyed Javadi, Ayse Kulin; Bamdad-e Khomar; The Last Train to Istanbul.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This study adopts a comparative literature

framework to examine two influential novels,
Bamdad-e Khomar by Fattaneh Haj Seyed
Javadi and The Last Train to Istanbul by Ayse
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Kulin, both of which center on female
experience, love, marriage, and individual

agency within the tension between tradition
and modernity, yet emerge from distinct
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cultural, social, and historical contexts.
Comparative literature, understood as an
exploration of the interrelations, affinities, and
divergences among the literatures of different
nations and cultures, provides the theoretical
foundation for this analysis, emphasizing the
universality of literature alongside its
rootedness in specific historical conditions (1-
5). Within this framework, the novel is treated
as a complex narrative system composed of
plot, character, point of view, structure, and
theme, functioning as a semiotic network
through which authors transmit cultural
meanings and human experiences (8-12). By
situating both novels within this theoretical
landscape, the study seeks to demonstrate
how similar narrative premises, namely an
unconventional love and marriage chosen by
a female protagonist, can yield fundamentally
different thematic trajectories when shaped by
divergent social structures, ideological
systems, and historical pressures, thereby
underscoring the explanatory power of
comparative literary analysis in revealing both
shared human concerns and culturally specific
responses.

Methodologically, the research employs a
descriptive analytical and comparative
approach, focusing on narrative structure,
characterization, conflict formation, thematic
orientation, and the representation of female
identity in the two novels. The novel is
approached as an organic whole in which
characters act as agents of meaning,

embodying psychological, ethical, and social

dimensions of human life (13-18). In Bamdad-
e Khomar, the narrative unfolds primarily
through a confessional first person voice,
creating a linear yet reflective structure that
transforms the protagonist’s life story into a
moral testimony addressed to a younger
generation, while in The Last Train to Istanbul
a third person omniscient narrator and a multi
layered narrative structure connect personal
experience with major historical events. The
analysis examines how narrative voice,
temporal organization, and focalization shape
the reader’s understanding of female agency,
determining whether the protagonist appears
as a reactive figure constrained by social
forces or as an active agent capable of
shaping her destiny. By comparing these
narrative mechanisms, the study clarifies how
form and content interact to produce distinct
ideological meanings in each novel.

At the level of characterization, the study
highlights a central contrast between the
protagonists, Mahboubeh in Bamdad-e
Khomar and Selva in The Last Train to
Istanbul. Mahboubeh emerges from a
hereditary aristocratic family in late Qajar Iran,
where patriarchal authority, class hierarchy,
and family honor govern individual choice, and
her romantic decision is driven largely by
adolescent emotion rather than reflective
awareness, leading to gradual disillusionment
and defeat (19-21). Her character development
is inward and confessional, culminating in
regret and a return to the very traditions she

once challenged. Selva, by contrast, is
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portrayed as a consciously decisive and
resilient figure who confronts not only family
opposition but also ethnic, religious, and
political structures during the Second World
War, transforming personal love into an ethical
and historical commitment. This comparison
demonstrates how female agency is framed
differently: Mahboubeh’s actions remain
circumscribed within a narrow familial and
class based sphere, while Selva’s choices
situate her within a broader moral and
historical struggle, illustrating two divergent
models of women’s subjectivity shaped by
their respective socio historical environments.
The thematic analysis further reveals that love
and marriage function as structurally similar
yet ideologically opposed catalysts in the two
narratives. In Bamdad-e Khomar, love is
depicted as an impulsive and ultimately
destructive force that fails to overcome
entrenched class divisions and patriarchal
norms, reinforcing a conservative moral logic
in which deviation from inherited social
boundaries leads to suffering and repentance.
Marriage becomes the site where class
disparity, gender inequality, and domestic
power relations manifest most clearly,
producing a narrative centered on failure and
caution. In The Last Train to Istanbul,
however, love operates as a conscious and
sustaining commitment  that enables
resistance against racism, nationalism, and
ideological violence, transforming marriage
into a space of solidarity and survival under

extreme historical conditions. Through this

contrast, the study shows how similar narrative
motifs can articulate opposing ethical visions,
one emphasizing social conformity and moral
warning, the other foregrounding humanism,
responsibility, and moral courage in the face of
collective catastrophe.

Another key dimension of comparison
concerns nostalgia and the construction of
female memory. In Bamdad-e Khomar,
nostalgia is primarily domestic and individual,
oriented toward the lost security of the paternal
home, traditional rituals, and a stable social
order, functioning as a psychological refuge
that mitigates the pain of present failure and
reinforces attachment to patriarchal norms.
This form of nostalgia supports a feminine
identity closely tied to home, family, and
tradition. In The Last Train to Istanbul,
collective  and

nostalgia acquires a

transnational character, rooted in
displacement, exile, and the longing for safety
and belonging amid war and persecution,
where home is no longer a fixed place but a
fragile aspiration. Here, female memory and
longing contribute to resilience and ethical
perseverance rather than withdrawal. By
comparing these modes of nostalgia, the study
illustrates how women’s emotional landscapes
are shaped by differing historical pressures,
producing either inward looking consolation or
outward looking endurance and hope.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis
demonstrates that although Bamdad-e
Khomar and The Last Train to Istanbul share

surface similarities in their focus on female



VFeF Jbo (polez ool (Paw 098 (qwild Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

protagonists, unconventional marriage, and
the tension between tradition and modernity,
they diverge profoundly in their narrative logic,
ideological orientation, and representation of
female agency. Bamdad-e Khomar articulates
a localized and class bound conflict that
culminates in personal failure and the
reaffirmation of traditional social structures,
while The Last Train to Istanbul presents a
historically expansive conflict in  which
individual choice intersects with ethical
responsibility and collective survival. Through
the lens of comparative literature, this study
reveals how cultural context, historical
circumstance, and narrative strategy shape
distinct  visions of  women’s lives,
demonstrating that literary representations of
love, marriage, and identity are not merely
personal stories but reflections of broader

social and ideological formations.
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