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Abstract

One of the prominent perspectives in cognitive linguistics research is the theory of conceptual metaphor. According to Lakoff
and Johnson, metaphor is a cognitive instrument that operates not only in language but throughout our everyday life, thought,
and action. From their viewpoint, the human conceptual system is fundamentally metaphorical in nature and is formed on
the basis of concrete and embodied experiences of lived reality. The objective of the present article is to analyze and compare
the cognitive foundations through which Siavash Kasraei and Ahmad Shamlou conceptualize the notion of death. Relying
on Johnson’s image schema theory, the study attempts, through a conceptual-analytical approach, to demonstrate what kind
of image of death is presented to the reader by the allegories, symbols, similes, and metaphors employed by Kasraei and
Shamlou. By examining the image schemas of death in the poetry of these two poets, it becomes evident that their metaphors
are shaped by their personal experiences and individual cognitive systems. Through an analysis of the metaphorical
mappings related to death in the poetry of Kasraei and Shamlou, the substructures involved in constructing metaphors for
this abstract concept can be identified, revealing how the direction and course of life and thought of both poets are influenced
by mappings derived from their ordinary and everyday experiences. These specific experiences have caused the cognitive
infrastructures of the two poets, in their engagement with the abstract concept of death, to differ from one another. In
Kasraei’s poetry, these mappings are predominantly represented as a confrontation between a weak object or being and a
powerful object or being, against which the individual is unable to resist and therefore perceives no option but submission.
Consequently, the dominant schema in Kasraei’s poetry, owing to the poet’s fear of the phenomenon of death, is a force
schema. In contrast, in Shamlou’s poetry, due to his lack of fear or dread of death, this abstract concept is in most cases
depicted as the companionship of two friends moving along a path that leads to eternity; accordingly, the dominant schema
of Shamlou’s metaphor of death is a motion schema. Collectively, these mappings reflect the poets” overall attitudes toward
the issue of death.

Keywords: Death, conceptual metaphor, image schemas, mapping, Siavash Kasraei, Ahmad Shamlou.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

The present study addresses the
conceptualization of death in modern Persian
poetry through the analytical framework of
cognitive linguistics and conceptual metaphor
theory, with particular emphasis on Johnson’s
theory of image schemas as a foundational
mechanism of meaning construction.
Cognitive linguistics, which emerged in the late
twentieth century as an interdisciplinary field
focused on the study of mental representation
and conceptual organization, considers

metaphor not merely as a rhetorical ornament
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but as a fundamental cognitive operation
shaping human thought, perception, and
language (4, 6-8). Within this paradigm,
conceptual metaphor is understood as a
systematic mapping between a concrete
experiential domain and an abstract
conceptual domain, allowing speakers to
structure intangible phenomena through
embodied experience (10, 11, 14). Among the
most profound and elusive abstract concepts
is death, a phenomenon that has continuously
preoccupied human consciousness and
artistic expression throughout history (19). The

present research examines how two major
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figures of contemporary Persian poetry,
Siavash Kasraei and Ahmad Shamlou,
conceptualize  death  through  distinct
metaphorical systems rooted in their individual
cognitive structures and lived experiences. By
applying Johnson’s taxonomy of image
schemas—motion, force, and containment
(14-16)—the study aims to demonstrate how
each poet organizes perception, emotion, and
worldview in relation to death, revealing not
only aesthetic differences but fundamentally
divergent cognitive and existential
orientations.

Conceptual metaphor theory, introduced by
Lakoff and Johnson, posits that human
conceptual systems are inherently
metaphorical and that abstract reasoning
depends on concrete sensorimotor experience
(4). Within this framework, meaning is
constructed through systematic
correspondences, or mappings, between a
source domain and a target domain, whereby
experiential knowledge structures abstract
understanding (1, 11). These mappings are
grounded in image schemas—recurring
embodied patterns such as movement,
containment, and force—that emerge from
human interaction with the physical world (15,
16). Motion schemas involve trajectories from
source to goal (17), containment schemas
arise from experiences of inside—outside
relations (16), and force schemas derive from
interactions with resistance, obstacles, and
compulsion  (16).

Cognitive  linguistics

maintains that these schemas constitute the

infrastructure of abstract thought and enable
the conceptualization of intangible
phenomena such as emotion, identity, time,
and mortality (13, 14). Accordingly, metaphors
of death are not arbitrary poetic inventions but
manifestations of deep cognitive organization
reflecting each poet’s experiential history and
existential stance toward life and mortality (18,
19, 21).

The research employs a qualitative
conceptual-analytical methodology based on
close reading and systematic identification of
metaphorical expressions related to death in
selected poetic corpora of Kasraei and
Shamlou. For Kasraei, the study analyzes the
poetic cycles Arash Kamangir, Mehr-e Sorkh,
and Khoon-e Siavash (20), which represent
distinct stages of the poet’s intellectual and
emotional development. For Shamlou, the
collections Ghat'‘nameh, Havaye Tazeh, and
Aida: Derakht, Khanjar va Khatereh are
examined (23, 25). Through systematic
extraction of metaphorical constructions, each
metaphor is classified according to its
dominant image schema and its underlying
conceptual mapping. The approach integrates
principles of cognitive semantics (7),
embodied cognition (6), and metaphorical
mapping theory (4, 10) in order to reconstruct
the poets’ cognitive models of death.

Analysis reveals that Kasraei's poetic
representation of death is overwhelmingly
governed by force schemas. His metaphors
portray death as a dominant, oppressive, and

unavoidable power: death appears as winter,
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as a monstrous enemy, as a devouring
demon, as a crushing wheel, as predatory
birds, and as an annihilating sea (19, 20).
These metaphors construct a cognitive
universe in which the human subject is fragile,
vulnerable, and ultimately submissive before
the irresistible authority of death. Even when
motion or containment schemas appear—
such as life as a path leading into the “mouth
of death” or burial as the planting of a seed—
the overarching structure remains one of
coercion and domination, reinforcing
existential anxiety and metaphysical despair
(20). Kasraei’'s imagery reflects his historical,
social, and personal struggles, marked by
political  disillusionment and existential
uncertainty (18). The force schema thus
functions as the central organizing principle of
his death metaphors, encoding fear,
helplessness, and resignation into the
conceptual architecture of his poetry.

In sharp contrast, Shamlou’s
conceptualization of death is dominated by
motion schemas, portraying death as
movement, companionship, transformation,
and passage toward eternity. His metaphors
present death as growth, germination,
liberation, migration, friendship, and union with
immortality (23, 25). Shamlou’s life
experience—particularly his early
confrontation with imminent execution—
eradicated his fear of death and restructured
his existential orientation toward it (22).
Consequently, death in his poetry is not the

negation of life but its extension and

culmination. Even when containment schemas
appear, as in the metaphor of embracing death
as a beloved, they are subsumed under a
broader trajectory of motion toward continuity
and transcendence (25). Shamlou’s cognitive
system thus constructs death as an active,
meaningful, and hopeful process,
fundamentally opposed to Kasraei’s vision of
passive submission and annihilation.

The comparative analysis demonstrates that
the conceptual metaphor of death in Kasraei’'s
poetry is structured primarily by force
schemas, encoding fear, domination, and
existential vulnerability, whereas in Shamlou’s
poetry it is structured by motion schemas,
encoding transformation, companionship, and
transcendence. These divergent metaphorical
systems reflect two radically different cognitive
worldviews shaped by distinct life experiences,
emotional dispositions, and philosophical
orientations. Kasraei's metaphors reveal a
consciousness overwhelmed by mortality and
powerlessness, while Shamlou’s metaphors
reveal a consciousness reconciled with
mortality and oriented toward continuity and
meaning. The study thus confirms that poetic
metaphor is not merely stylistic expression but
a cognitive manifestation of each poet’s

internal conceptual system and lived reality.
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