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A Philosophical and Ontological Re-reading of Manouchehr Atashi’s Poetry
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Abstract

Manouchehr Atashi is one of the distinctive and influential contemporary poets whose poetry, in addition to representing the southern
region and drawing upon mythological and symbolic narratives, possesses prominent philosophical and ontological capacities. Using a
descriptive—analytical method, the present study examines and analyzes certain dimensions of the philosophical and ontological approach
in Atashi’s poetry. The findings indicate that Atashi shows a strong inclination toward raising intellectual and philosophical issues and
concepts in his poetry, the origins of which can be assessed as ambiguity, doubt, fear, and questions of an ontological nature that emerge
from Atashi’s mental disposition and philosophical outlook. In this study, these aspects are classified, analyzed, and explored under the
categories and components of “redefinition of the self,” “crisis and incapacity in the reconstruction of meaning,” “the collapse of time,”
“futile idealism,” “negation of the self,” and “existential anxiety.” Based on this classification and in the same order, the study explicates
and analyzes the manner of the emergence and manifestation of the poet’s self or individuality, the quality of the poet’s confrontation with
death and the sense of futility, the experience of temporal suspension and the poet’s simultaneous presence across different times, the
invalidation of ideals and the poet’s philosophical failure, the replacement of the poet’s intrinsic self with an imposed self, and finally the
poet’s confrontation with existential anxiety and the awareness and responsibility arising from it.

Keywords: Manouchehr Atashi; philosophy; ontology; the world of being; human.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The philosophical rereading of poetry
constitutes an interpretive approach through
which the intellectual foundations, modes of
reasoning, and ontological concerns of a poet
can be systematically examined, allowing the
critic to uncover how poetic language
becomes a site for philosophical inquiry into
being, selfhood, and existence. Philosophy,
often described as a foundational discipline
concerned with overcoming the unknown and
cultivating reflective depth in human life, has
never been fundamentally incompatible with
poetry, despite differences in method and
epistemic orientation (1-4). Rather, the
presence of philosophical spirit in poetry
manifests through curiosity, causal reflection,
existential questioning, and a broad

intellectual vision that drives the poet toward
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profound engagement with ontological issues
(5). In this context, Manouchehr Atashi’s
poetry represents a significant case in
contemporary Persian literature, as it
integrates regional identity, mythic
imagination, and modern experience with
sustained philosophical and ontological
reflection. This study adopts a descriptive—
analytical method to explore how Atashi’s
poetic discourse articulates existential
uncertainty, doubt, fear, and questioning,
transforming them into a coherent
philosophical worldview expressed through
symbolic, temporal, and narrative structures.
The central argument of the article is that
Atashi’'s poetry cannot be fully understood
without

acknowledging its  ontological

orientation, which situates the human subject
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at the intersection of history, myth, nature, and
modern dislocation, thereby making his poetic
project an implicit inquiry into the conditions of
existence itself.

Manouchehr Atashi belongs to the second
generation of poets influenced by Nima Yushij
during the 1960s and is widely recognized for
his continuous experimentation and resistance
to poetic stagnation (6). His poetic trajectory
reveals a deliberate departure from
romanticism toward experiential modernism,
marked by persistent innovation, linguistic
originality, and a refusal of imitation (7-9). The
publication of his first poetry collection,
Ahange Digar, represented a decisive moment
in modern Persian poetry, attracting the
attention of major literary figures and critics
who recognized the distinctiveness of his voice
(10-12). Atashi’'s deep familiarity with the
cultural, historical, and geographical realities
of southern Iran enabled him to establish a
unique form of regional poetry grounded in
local language, landscape, and collective
memory (13-15). However, beyond this
regional dimension, Atashi’'s poetry
demonstrates a persistent engagement with
philosophical concerns, particularly those
related to selfhood, temporality, meaning, and
existential anxiety, which elevate his work
beyond ethnographic representation and
situate it within broader ontological discourse.
One of the most salient philosophical
dimensions of Atashi’'s poetry is the
continuous redefinition of the self, understood

not as a stable identity but as a fluid,

guestioning, and historically displaced subject.
The self in Atashi’s poetry emerges as an
internal, hidden identity distinct from socially
imposed personas, resonating with
philosophical distinctions between authentic
selfhood and externally constructed identity
(16). Through

displacements and mythic references, Atashi

complex temporal
situates the poetic self simultaneously inside
and outside history, denying fixed belonging to
any single temporal or cultural moment. In
poems such as those included in Atashi’s
selected works, the speaker rejects affiliation
with both contemporary reality and mythic
past, thereby dramatizing an ontological crisis
of belonging and identity (17). This redefinition
of the self unfolds through negation, ambiguity,
and symbolic reconstruction, where the poet
traverses prehistoric memory, mythological
lineage, and modern consciousness to
articulate a self that exists in a liminal state.
Such poetic strategies reveal a philosophical
attempt to confront fundamental questions of
‘who | am” and “where | stand within being,”
transforming poetic language into a medium
for existential inquiry rather than mere self-
expression.

Another central ontological concern in Atashi’'s
poetry is the crisis of meaning and the failure
of its reconstruction in the modern world.
Meaning collapses when established symbolic
systems, ethical frameworks, and temporal
narratives lose their explanatory power,
leaving the individual suspended in existential

uncertainty. Atashi’'s poetry repeatedly depicts
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situations in which conventional distinctions
between right and wrong, light and darkness,
hope and despair are rendered ineffective,
producing a pervasive sense of absurdity and
futility (17). This condition aligns with
existentialist conceptions of authenticity and
freedom, where awareness of
meaninglessness paradoxically becomes the
ground for existential insight (18). In Atashi’s
poetic universe, however, attempts at
reconstructing meaning often appear futile, as
symbols of enlightenment, such as light and
direction, are inverted or emptied of
significance. The commodification of human
values and the reduction of identity to
exchangeable objects further intensify this
crisis, echoing philosophical critiques of
reification and alienation in modern life.
Through stark imagery and symbolic inversion,
Atashi presents a world in which meaning is
not merely lost but structurally unattainable,
reinforcing the ontological tension at the heart
of his poetic vision.

The collapse of linear temporality constitutes
another key philosophical motif in Atashi’s
poetry, where past, present, and future merge
into a repetitive and inescapable cycle. Time is
no longer experienced as progressive or
transformative but as a closed structure that
perpetuates suffering and negates hope. In
poems depicting daily labor, poverty, and
familial loss, temporal markers such as

“‘yesterday,” “today,” and “tomorrow” converge
into a singular moment of existential stasis

(17). This temporal collapse parallels the

structure of tragic time, in which fate overrides
agency and repetition replaces change (19).
Classical conceptions of tragedy, emphasizing
inevitable downfall and irreversible loss,
resonate strongly with Atashi’s portrayal of
modern existence (20, 21). By stripping time of
its redemptive potential, Atashi articulates a
philosophical critique of modern temporality,
where progress is illusory and the future
merely reiterates the suffering of the past,
thereby reinforcing the existential paralysis of
the poetic subject.

Atashi’s poetry also repeatedly stages the
failure of idealism, presenting heroic figures
whose transformative aspirations end in defeat
and mourning. ldealism, understood as the
pursuit of justice, renewal, or existential
authenticity, is depicted as noble yet ultimately
unfulfilled. Through symbolic narratives of
fallen heroes, riderless horses, and broken
tools, Atashi dramatizes the ontological weight
of failed aspirations and the persistence of
unachieved ideals (17). These images function
as elegies for wunrealized possibilities,
revealing a philosophical awareness of the
gap between human aspiration and historical
reality. Closely related to this failure of
idealism is the theme of self-negation, where
the poetic subject actively erases traces of
identity, memory, and presence, seeking
dissolution into anonymity and oblivion. This
radical negation of selfhood reflects an
ontological response to overwhelming
existential pressure, in which disappearance

becomes a form of resistance to imposed
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meaning and identity. Finally, Atashi’s
engagement with existential anxiety and
cosmic dread situates the human subject
within an indifferent and even hostile universe,
where celestial order offers no solace and fate
appears arbitrarily cruel (17, 22). Through
astronomical imagery and apocalyptic
language, Atashi transforms cosmic structures
into symbols of existential threat, culminating
in a poetic ontology defined by anxiety,
awareness, and responsibility rather than
transcendence.

In conclusion, the poetry of Manouchehr
Atashi constitutes a sustained philosophical
engagement with fundamental ontological
guestions concerning selfhood, meaning, time,
idealism, negation, and existential anxiety. His
poetic language functions as an interpretive
space in which lived experience, mythic
memory, historical consciousness, and
modern disillusionment converge to articulate
a distinctive worldview. By employing
innovative symbolic strategies, temporal
disruptions, and existential imagery, Atashi
transforms poetry into a medium of
philosophical reflection, where the poet’s
confrontation with being becomes inseparable
from his aesthetic practice. The philosophical
and ontological dimensions of Atashi’s poetry
thus represent not a peripheral aspect of his
work but a core component of its intellectual
and artistic identity, positioning him as a
significant figure in the philosophical

reconfiguration of modern Persian poetry.
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