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Abstract

This study examines the multilayered phenomenon of indigeneity in the poetry of Mehdi Akhavan Sales and demonstrates
that his indigenous aesthetics extend far beyond local description or regional atmosphere. Through the deliberate use of
archaic vocabulary, Khurasani linguistic patterns, mythic symbolism, and allegorical narratives, Akhavan constructs a poetic
world in which “indigeneity” encompasses geography, history, collective memory, political experience, and ancient Iranian
myth. An analysis of three major works—Winter, The Inscription, and The Stone City Tale—shows that indigeneity in his
poetry manifests across four intertwined dimensions: linguistic, narrative, mythic, and ecological. Winter reveals the deep
interconnection between climate and social condition by portraying coldness simultaneously as a geographical reality and a
metaphor for political paralysis. The Inscription combines ancient Iranian myth, symbolic stone imagery, and historical
determinism to reconstruct a culturally rooted allegory of collective fate. The Stone City Tale recreates a symbolic space in
which a land burdened by historical stillness is imagined through local landscapes and myth-infused narrative forms. Overall,
the findings highlight that indigeneity in Akhavan’s poetry functions not as a stylistic device but as a worldview that unites
past and present, land and society, myth and lived experience. By revealing the semantic and semiotic mechanisms of this
worldview, the study clarifies Akhavan’s role as one of the central identity-forming poets of modern Persian literature.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The present study investigates the
multidimensional phenomenon of indigeneity
in the poetic universe of Mehdi Akhavan Sales,
situating his linguistic, narrative, symbolic, and
ecological strategies within broader cultural,
historical, and mythic structures that shape
Although

indigeneity has frequently been examined in

modern Persian literature.

relation to  regionalism or  folkloric
representation, the current analysis argues
that in Akhavan’s poetry, indigeneity operates
as a deep cultural mechanism that emerges
through language, imagery, mythic
reconstruction, and sociohistorical allusion.
Drawing on structuralist, semiotic, and
psychoanalytic interpretations of his major
works, the study demonstrates that Akhavan’s
indigenous poetics is inseparable from the
political and historical ruptures of twentieth-
century Iran, especially the collective despair
following the 1953 coup, which scholars have
shown to manifest in symbolic and linguistic

structures of his poetry (1, 2, 6). By

S Cebian s opl 2 K weml 5 Sl (S
el Ol Gl S S 6l a5 ol S e
LS e 5 S SOl oS S 0l e il
ol 5 o o 5 e S o) S e Sl oS
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O S ol il 5 AS e Ll Sy el e
incorporating ancient lexicon, Khurasani
linguistic rhythms, mythic archetypes, and
locally grounded ecological imagery, Akhavan
reconstructs a form of literary indigeneity that
moves beyond local color and becomes a
mode of historical witnessing as well as
cultural memory. This extended abstract
summarizes the methodological approach,
theoretical framework, key findings, and
interpretive contributions of the study.

The methodological framework of the research
is anchored in a multidisciplinary synthesis of
structuralist semiotics, form-content dialectics,
ecological poetics, and symbolic anthropology.
This approach is informed by the extensive
structural analyses offered by scholars who
have approached Akhavan’s poetry as a
multilayered signifying system in which
linguistic forms are inseparable from cultural
and historical content (9). The study analyzes
three central works—Winter, The Stone City
Tale, and The Inscription—selected because
previous scholarship has identified them as

dense clusters of symbolic and structural
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complexity (5, 7). However, unlike earlier
studies that tended to isolate formal,
psychological, or mythical dimensions, the
present study integrates these elements under
the broader umbrella of indigeneity, showing
how Akhavan’s poetic structures generate
meaning through the interplay between
geography, myth, linguistic archaism, and
sociopolitical experience. By adopting a
semiotic method, the analysis deciphers the
underlying codes through which local
vocabulary, ancient Iranian mythic figures, and
Khurasani ecological motifs acquire
ideological or cultural weight. Psychoanalytic
insights—particularly on social alienation and
symbolic coldness—complement the
structural reading by revealing the emotional
and subjective dimensions of Akhavan’s
indigenous imagination, insights that are
deeply rooted in the interpretive tradition
surrounding Winter (6).

The linguistic dimension of Akhavan’s
indigeneity emerges through the deliberate
use of archaic vocabulary, old Persian
grammatical structures, and Khurasani
phonetic patterns that function not only as
stylistic markers but as carriers of cultural
memory. Earlier scholars have emphasized
how his archaisms are not ornamental but
structural, shaping the rhythm, mood, and
symbolic density of poems like Winter and
From This Avesta (2, 3). Building on these
observations, the present study demonstrates
that these linguistic choices construct a

temporal palimpsest in which past and present

coexist. Archaic verbs, forgotten nouns, and
Zoroastrian-Pahlavi lexicon signal a deliberate
return to the cultural roots of Iranian identity,
thus transforming language into a medium of
historical resistance. The Khurasani cadence
of Akhavan’s diction embeds local musicality
into the lexical surface, while the repeated use
of culturally coded terms such as “stone,”
‘cold,” “yoke,” “inscription,” and “chain”
reinforces local ecological and social
associations. As structuralist readings have
noted, these words often function as central
nodes in a symbolic system that links physical
environment to historical consciousness (1).
By foregrounding this linguistic system, the
study argues that Akhavan’s diction
establishes indigeneity as a cultural and
epistemic mode rather than a decorative or
folkloric one.

The narrative and imagistic structures of
Akhavan’s poetry further illuminate his
indigenous aesthetic, as they articulate
collective memory through ecological and
mythical symbolism rather than
straightforward storytelling. The analysis of
The Inscription reveals how the imagery of the
immovable stone and the chained masses
constructs a narrative of historical paralysis,
one that resonates deeply with collective
Iranian experience. The poem’s symbolic
architecture, as earlier structural studies have
suggested, relies on a tension between
agency and inevitability that mirrors the
historical cycles of oppression and resistance

(9). Similarly, The Stone City Tale fuses local
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landscape motifs—stone deserts, bleak winds,
and barren plains—with a mythic narrative
structure that evokes ancient Iranian
storytelling patterns. The city becomes both a
physical environment and a psychological
state, illustrating how Akhavan binds
geography to collective emotional experience.
In Winter, narrative minimalism and ecological
precision merge to create a socio-climatic
allegory in which coldness operates both as
environmental fact and political symbol.
Previous studies have thoroughly documented
the layering of sociohistorical meaning over
climatic imagery (7), yet the present analysis
positions this layering within a broader
wherein

indigenous epistemology

environment and society  co-construct
meaning.

The symbolic and mythic layers of Akhavan’s
indigeneity offer a crucial bridge between
cultural antiquity and contemporary
experience. While scholars have examined the
mythical structures in Winter and other works,
particularly the embedding of ancient dualities
and archetypes (1), this study argues that
Akhavan’s mythic imagination is distinctly local
in its cultural coding. Figures and concepts
drawn from Iranian myth serve as metaphors
for national consciousness, collective
endurance, or historical trauma. Myth
becomes a vehicle through which the poet
reclaims cultural continuity in the face of
modern rupture. In The Inscription, the stone
functions as an implicit reference to ancient

Iranian inscriptions that recorded kingship,

faith, and destiny; but in Akhavan’s retelling, it
becomes an emblem of the people’s struggle
to interpret or reclaim their suppressed
historical agency. Likewise, the desolate city of
The Stone City Tale evokes mythic ruin and
frozen time, yet it is grounded in the lived
environmental reality of northeastern Iran. The
coldness and stasis of the landscape evoke
emotional landscapes shaped by political
suppression, a connection that psychoanalytic
readings have highlighted in Winter, where
coldness is interpreted as symbolic alienation
(6). By situating such symbolism within an
indigenous worldview informed by mythic
inheritance, the study demonstrates that
Akhavan synthesizes ancient cultural systems
with the psychic and social conditions of
modern Iran.

The findings of this study suggest that
indigeneity in Akhavan’s poetry is an
integrative aesthetic that combines linguistic
archaism,  ecological realism,  mythic
reconstruction, and sociohistorical symbolism
into a unified poetic system. Rather than
treating these elements as separate thematic
strands, the research reveals that they are
interwoven within the structural and semiotic
architecture of the poems. This multi-layered
integration allows Akhavan to articulate a
distinctly  Iranian  worldview that s
simultaneously local and universal, ancient
and modern, intimate and collective. By
grounding poetic expression in the cultural and
ecological textures of Khurasan while situating

that local experience within broader narratives
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of political crisis and historical continuity,
Akhavan constructs a form of indigeneity that
resonates with both national identity and
modern existential conditions. Consequently,
the study contributes to the understanding of
Akhavan as a poet whose indigenous poetics
challenge reductive labels of regionalism and
instead embody a culturally embedded,
historically conscious, and symbolically rich
mode of literary creation—one that demands
renewed critical attention within Iranian literary

studies.
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