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Abstract

The present study aimed to analyze the formation of narrative structure in Khwaju Kermani’s illustrated poem Gol and
Nowruz based on Todorov’s theory, and to analyze the syntactic logic and internal organization of this Persian romantic
masnavi through Tzvetan Todorov’s structural narratology. According to Todorov, narrative consists of descriptive and
active propositions that function through processes of disruption and restoration of equilibrium. Using a descriptive—
analytical method and library resources, the research identifies Todorov’s five-stage model—initial equilibrium, disruption,
disequilibrium, restoration, and new equilibrium—in the structure of Gol and Nowruz. The findings indicate that Khwaju’s
narrative operates through causal relations among actions, states, and character attributes, with each phase of the story
reflecting an inner transformation of the hero. Nowruz departs from his initial balance, faces trials and crises, and ultimately
attains renewed harmony and awareness. The analysis of temporal and spatial dimensions also reveals a close correlation
between the external narrative order and the internal evolution of the characters. Overall, the study concludes that Gol and
Nowruz intuitively conforms to Todorov’s grammatical model of narrative and exemplifies the intersection of Persian poetic
tradition and structuralist narrative theory.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study entitled explores one of the most

sophisticated examples  of  narrative
construction in Persian classical poetry. The
research aims to examine the narrative syntax
and inner logic of Khwaju Kermani’s romantic
masnavi Gol and Nowruz through the lens of
Tzvetan Todorov’s structuralist poetics. The

rationale for adopting Todorov’s framework
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lies in his systematic approach to narrative
grammar, which provides an analytical model
for identifying syntactic units such as
propositions, sequences, and transformations
in literary texts (4). In contemporary literary
theory, narratology—rooted in structuralist
thought—has been established as a discipline

that investigates how stories are organized
and how meaning is generated through the
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interrelations of narrative components rather
than through thematic or moral content (1). The
significance of this approach in Persian
literature lies in its ability to reveal underlying
structures of classical works that, while rich in
imagery and allegory, often follow precise
syntactic  patterns  of  transformation,
equilibrium, and restoration. Within this
framework, the present research positions
Khwaju’s Gol and Nowruz as a text that
reflects the convergence of Persian poetic
tradition and the universal laws of narrative
form proposed by Todorov and other
structuralist theorists such as Barthes and
Greimas (3, 7).

The theoretical foundation of this study rests
upon the structuralist concept that every
narrative operates according to a grammar—
an abstract system of relations among
narrative functions. Todorov identifies the
smallest meaningful unit of narrative as the
“proposition,” divided into descriptive (state)
and active (event) categories. Descriptive
propositions express the stability or condition
of characters, while active propositions mark
changes or disruptions that propel the
narrative forward (17). A story begins in a state
of equilibrium that is subsequently disturbed,
leading to a sequence of actions designed to
restore balance. This cycle of equilibrium,
disruption, disequilibrium, restoration, and new
equilibrium forms the universal structure of
narrative discourse (5). The movement
between these stages constitutes what

Todorov calls “the logic of transformation.” In

applying this model to Persian literature,
several studies have confirmed its efficacy.
For example, Parsa and Taheri analyzed
Marzban-Nameh to show that the moral and
allegorical tales of the work align with
Todorov's five-stage  progression  from
equilibrium to renewed harmony (9). Similarly,
Javaheri and Nikmanesh examined
Mosibatnameh by Attar and demonstrated
how its mystical journey narrative mirrors the
structural transformation of the self (11). By
adopting this methodological precedent, the
current study extends the analytical scope to
the poetic and visual dimensions of Khwaju's
Gol and Nowruz, an area that has received
comparatively little scholarly attention (12).

Khwaju Kermani (1280-1350 CE) occupies a
unique position in Persian literary history as a
bridge between the romantic epic style of
Nizami Ganjavi and the humanistic and
introspective tendencies of later poets like
Jami. His poetry demonstrates a synthesis of
narrative elegance, lyrical beauty, and
philosophical reflection (13). Among his major
works, Gol and Nowruz is perhaps the most
elaborate and structurally integrated narrative.
Composed in over five thousand verses, it
recounts the story of Nowruz, a Persian prince
who dreams of a beautiful maiden named Gol
and embarks on a long quest to find her. This
journey from love at first sight to ultimate
reunion follows the archetypal pattern of
departure, trial, and return that is central to
classical Persian romances. However, what

distinguishes Khwaju’s treatment is the
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psychological depth he lends to the hero’s
internal conflict and transformation. While
Nizami’s  protagonists often  represent
idealized virtues, Khwaju’'s Nowruz is a more
human figure, torn between reason and
passion, faith and desire. His journey
symbolizes both an external quest and an
internal process of self-realization. This dual
movement parallels Todorov's model of
narrative transformation, where external
actions mirror inner psychological changes (4).
The analysis of the text reveals that the poem’s
narrative can be divided into several major
sequences corresponding to Todorov’s
structural schema. The opening establishes
the initial equilibrium—Nowruz’s peaceful life
in his homeland. The dream of Gol disrupts
this balance, serving as the catalytic event that
introduces  disequilibrium.  The  hero’s
departure and trials across various lands
represent the middle stage of narrative
instability, characterized by a series of tests,
encounters, and moral challenges. Each
encounter introduces a new set of
propositions—some  descriptive, reflecting
Nowruz’'s changing emotional states, and
others active, marking external actions and
transformations. The narrative tension peaks
when Nowruz faces moral and emotional trials
that test his devotion and integrity. His
eventual success and reunion with Gol signify
the restoration of balance, though it is not the
same as the initial state. In Todorov’s terms,
the story concludes with a “new equilibrium,”

representing a higher level of consciousness

or moral enlightenment (15). What emerges
from this structure is a pattern of cyclical
progression where the hero’s outward journey
is simultaneously an inward evolution from
desire to knowledge and from separation to
unity.

From a narratological perspective, the poem’s
characters function as actants—roles within
the syntactic grammar of the story. Nowruz
serves as the subject whose quest drives the
narrative; Gol is the object or goal; the rivals
and antagonistic forces act as opponents or
obstacles; and secondary figures such as the
wise hermit and companions function as
helpers. This classification follows the semiotic
model developed by Greimas but is consistent
with Todorov’'s focus on relational logic
between functions rather than psychological
depth (7). Each character’s role is defined not
by individuality but by their function within the
transformational process. The relationship
between Nowruz and Gol embodies both
tension and resolution, providing the
dialectical core around which the narrative
unfolds. The equilibrium of love and the
disequilibrium of separation reflect the
dynamic opposition between constancy and
change—a central theme in both Persian
poetics and structuralist theory. The resolution
through reunion does not restore the initial
harmony but creates a renewed synthesis,
aligning with Todorov’'s idea that every
narrative ends not in repetition but in

transformation.
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Time and space in Gol and Nowruz operate
symbolically rather than mimetically. The
temporal structure is non-linear, oscillating
recollections, and

between dreams,

anticipations. The opening dream
foreshadows the ending, while the sequence
of trials compresses and expands time
according to the rhythm of emotional intensity.
This  manipulation of narrative time
corresponds to what Todorov describes as the
distinction between “story time” (the
chronological order of events) and “discourse
time” (the order of their presentation) (2).
Spatially, the poem moves between Iran (the
place of equilibrium), the foreign land of Rum
(the place of disruption), and the liminal zones
of deserts and seas that signify the hero’s
transitional states. Each spatial shift parallels
a psychological transition, converting physical
movement into metaphysical progress. Thus,
the geography of the poem becomes a map of
the human soul’s journey from ignorance to
enlightenment, echoing the allegorical
tendencies of Persian mystical literature (14).

The study concludes that Gol and Nowruz
exemplifies a harmonious fusion between the
indigenous Persian narrative tradition and the
universal principles of structural narratology.
Khwaju’s intuitive mastery of narrative
symmetry, progression, and closure
demonstrates an  awareness—perhaps
instinctive—of the logic that Todorov would
later codify. The transitions from equilibrium to
disequilibrium and back to a new balance are

executed with poetic precision, supported by

rhythmic language and symbolic imagery.
Moreover, the correspondence between the
poem’s textual narrative and its visual
representations in illustrated manuscripts of
the Timurid and Safavid periods reveals a
cross-media structural coherence. Each
miniature painting highlights a key moment of
transformation, visually reinforcing the
syntactic junctures of the text (7). Through this
synthesis of narrative and image, Khwaju’s
poem transcends the boundaries of literary
genre and becomes a multidimensional work
of art.

Ultimately, the findings suggest that Todorov’s
theoretical model provides a powerful
interpretive framework for Persian classical
narratives, particularly for those that intertwine
romantic, ethical, and mystical dimensions.
Gol and Nowruz emerges as a paradigmatic
case in which the structural logic of narrative is
inseparable from the spiritual logic of self-
transformation. The poem’s progression from
longing to fulfillment mirrors the universal
human pattern of loss and recovery, ignorance
and knowledge, separation and unity. By
analyzing the poem through Todorov’s
syntactic lens, this research not only
elucidates the mechanics of Khwaju’s
storytelling but also contributes to broader
cross-cultural narratological studies. It affirms
that the structural grammar of narrative, while
developed within European theoretical
contexts, can effectively decode the intricacies
of Persian poetic storytelling. The study thus

situates Gol and Nowruz at the intersection of

NY.N
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Persian literary aesthetics and modern
structuralist theory, revealing the timeless
universality of narrative form and its capacity
to articulate the deepest movements of the
human spirit (6, 8).

References
1. Scholes R, Taheri F. An Introduction to
Structuralism in Literature. Tehran: Agah; 2000.
2. Toolan M, Harri A. An Introduction to
Narrative. Tehran: Farabi; 2004.
3. Barthes R, Shklovsky V, Mohammadi F.
Selected Essays on Narrative. Tehran: Minavi
Kherad; 2009.
4. Todorov T, Nabavi M. The Poetics of
Structuralism. Tehran: Agah; 2003.
5. Todorov T, Karimi D. The Dialogic Logic of
Mikhail Bakhtin. Tehran: Markaz; 1998.
6. Martin W, Shahba M. Theories of Narrative.
Tehran: Hermes; 2003.
7. Makaryk IR, Mahajer M, Nabavi M.
Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory.
Tehran: Agah; 2005.
8. Tyson L, Hosseinzadeh M, Hosseini F.
Contemporary Literary Theory. Tehran: Negah-
e Emrooz; 2008.
9. Parsa SA, Taheri Y. Narrative Aspects of
Marzban-Nameh Stories Based on Todorov's
Theory. Journal of Persian Textual Studies.
2012(14).
10. Karimi P, Fathi A. Structural Analysis
of the Story of Keyumars Based on the Model of
Todorov, Bremond, and Greimas. Journal of
Story Studies. 2012;1(1).
11. Javaheri S, Nikmanesh M. The
Syntactic Representation of Narrative in Attar's
Mosibatnameh. 2015(31).
12. Azad R. Narrative Study of Hamidi
Magamat Based on Todorov's Theory. Journal
of Literary Research. 2009;7(26).
13. Samargandi D. Tazkerat al-Shoara
(Memoirs of Poets). Tehran: Ketab; 1966.
14. Ghasemzadeh M. Romantic Stories
in Persian Literature. Tehran: Hirmand; 2012.
15. Toolan M, Alavi SF, Ne’'mati F.
Narratology: A Linguistic—Critical Introduction.
Tehran: SAMT; 2007.
16. Shokri Y. Analysis of the Story of the
Lion and the Bull from Kalila and Dimna Based
on Todorov's Narrative Syntax Theory. Journal
of Literary Techniques. 2018(25).
17. Akhavat A. Grammar of the Story.
Tehran: Farda; 1992.



